
Thursday, May 1, 2008 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday, May 1, 2008 at 1:00 PM with the 
following members present: 
 
Christopher Smeiles Charles W. Keiper II     Maureen T. Frederick  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
  
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles to approve the meeting minutes of 
the April 29, 2008 meeting. All in favor, motion carries 
 

*   *   *   *   * 
Also attending throughout the day: Mike Sever, Record-Courier 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
Present: Dave Vaughan, Mike Bogo 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

Little Treasures Preschool Day Care 
A foreclosure has been granted for this Brimfield Township project since the owner owes $250,000. The 
owners and Attorney Melissa Roubic presented the Neighborhood Development Services with a counteroffer.  
NDS recommends a counteroffer of a lump sum payment of $35,000 now, which brings the payments to 
current status. Legal and late fees would not be forgiven but moved to the back of the loan. After payment of 
$35,000 and 12 consecutive payments, the foreclosure would be released by NDS. There are also county 
property taxes due and state and federal liens.  Staff would like to avoid the shutdown of the daycare operation.  
 
The Board of Commissioners agreed that the NDS should proceed as outlined keeping the business open and 
functioning as long as the owner is doing due diligence in making payments and getting the taxes paid. The 
foreclosure will not be  
 
NDS will continue to negotiate with the owner and come back to the Board of Commissioners as needed.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

Windham Day Care  
In 1998, the Portage Private Industry Council (PPIC) was to open this daycare but pulled out at the last minute 
and opened the Windham Head Start. 
 
The county signed a note in July 1998 when PADCorp borrowed $80,000 for the purchase of land ($61,000) 
and expenses ($19,000) for this business. The terms were amortized with an interest penalty. NDS was 
supposed to be making payment since 1998, but that did not occur.   
 
The Board of Commissioners approved a restructuring of this loan. A new note and a cash flow adjusted 
payment based upon the performance of the project, will be prepared by NDS and brought back to the Board of 
Commissioners.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 



Rusty Nail 
The NDS Loan Committee and Board have reviewed and approved a loan to the Fiebigs for the purchase of 
this restaurant, subject to Board of Commissioners approval. The new owners plan to maintain and build on 
this business that has existed for many years/Journal Entry contingent upon approval by the State. 

 
 *   *   *   *   * 

Pettigrew Hardware 
Paul’s Do-It Center has closed down and the building and parking lot are being sold to Lonnie Pettigrew. Mr. 
Pettigrew will operate a True Value Hardware Store and a Nutrena Feed and Supply Store and has an option 
on the tire shop building. The City is putting in $350,000; $250,000 from the City ED RLF and $100,000 for a 
façade update and the paving of the parking lot/Journal Entry.  
 
Commissioner Keiper noted that the Rusty Nail and Pettigrew Hardware proposals are a good deal for the 
community and allows the County to become eligible for state funds with the RPFs committed.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

Lana Matonis – Satisfaction/Journal Entry 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

TRANSFER TAX PUBLIC HEARING 
Portage County Commissioners’ Board Room 

Convened at 1:40 PM 
 
Present: Portage County Board of Commissioners Smeiles, Keiper and Frederick 
 

I. OPENING, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS – Commissioner Chris Smeiles 
 
II. PURPOSE OF THE HEARING – Deborah Mazanec, Clerk 
 

This public hearing is being held in accordance with Section 322.02 of the Ohio Revised Code for the 
purpose of informing the public of a proposed increase to the real property or manufactured home 
transfer tax.  
 
The purpose of this hearing is to listen to public comments on a proposed increase to the real property 
or manufactured home transfer tax.  
 
A second public hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 10:30 AM in the Portage County 
Commissioners' Board Room, Portage County Administration Building seventh floor, 449 South 
Meridian Street in Ravenna, Ohio, also for the purpose of hearing public comments on a proposed 
increase to the real property or manufactured home transfer tax. 
 
Notice of this hearing was published in the Record Courier Newspaper on April 6, 2008 and April 13, 
2008, as required by the Ohio Revised Code Section 322.  

 

III. SWEARING IN OF THOSE WHO ARE SPEAKING – Commissioner Smeiles 
 



• Do you solemnly affirm under the penalties of the law of perjury of the State of Ohio 
that the testimony you are about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth? 

 
   Please respond:  I do. 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT AGAINST – None  

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT IN FAVOR   

Regional Planning Commission Executive Director Lynne Erickson encouraged the Board of 
Commissioners to continue with this tax, which is a painless way to increase revenues. 

 

VI. PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNMENT at 1:42 PM  

 *   *   *   *   * 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
Present: Lynn Leslie 
 

1. The Director presented a new job classification for a screening assessment worker in Job and Family 
Services, as approved by Anita Herington/Journal Entry 

 
2. Employee Appreciation Day Update – Director Leslie advised the Board of Commissioners that his 

staff has worked out the details for the Indians game on July 25th.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
2:00 PM Board of Commissioners recessed to the Solid Waste Management District Meeting 
2:25 PM Board of Commissioners Reconvened 
 
*   *   *   *   * 
The Board of Commissioners accepted the recommendation of Audrey Tillis and signed the May 1, 2008 
correspondence to the Smurfit-Stone Corporation including the loan pay off information for the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission loan for the Freedom Secondary Line improvements, approved by Resolution 05-0163.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

ANIMAL PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 
Present: Eileen Hogan, APL Board President Karen Carmany, Sheila Vandergriff 
 
The Board of Commissioners asked the APL about the proposed terms of the lease for additional lands. The 
Commissioners discussed a map created by Architect David Sommers showing the proposed buildings, 
pavilion and crematory. The outstanding issues include exclusivity at the pond and the pickup of dog feces. 
The expanded footprint for the building and the parking is not an issue.  
 

*   *   *   *   * 

Meeting with Portage County Cities and Villages Regarding Animal Protective League Services (3400) 
Present: Executive Director Sheila Vandergriff, Humane Officer Jennifer Sanderson, APL President Karen 
Carmany, Eileen Hogan 
 



Commissioner Smeiles noted that the APL has asked for additional General Fund funding to assist in the 
operation of the APL. The Board of Commissioners had agreed to host this meeting with city and village 
officials to discuss how to move forward.  
 
Executive Director Sheila Vandergriff stated that the APL is in need of funds to offset the cost of the Humane 
Officer. She reviewed for the group the duties and powers of the Humane Officer, who is appointed by the 
Probate Court Judge.  
 
The Director noted that the Portage County General Fund gives the APL $1,300 per year with the actual cost 
of the Humane Officer and all associated items of $117,000 including disposal, investigation, and attorney fees.  
 
The Director noted that the first question to be answered is do the citizens of Portage County value the services 
provided by the APL.  
 
The second purpose for this meeting is to ask the cities and villages to assist in the funding of the Humane 
Officer position. There has been an increase in the number of cases and calls for the Humane Officer, with 
more cases involving livestock. The Director noted that the APL is only set up to house 70 cats and dogs. The 
number of animals being handled has increased many fold. Landlords and law enforcement agencies are 
calling the APL to assist with animals left behind in vacant or abandoned homes.  
 
The Director detailed the funding needed in 2008 to continue with the Humane Officer functions and services. 
Does the group want the Humane Officer to continue to serve Portage County? How can you help? 
 
President Carmany noted that the Executive Director has been involved with the Humane Officer in dealing 
with animals and not able to go after donations. Sheila Vandergriff noted that the accountant on the APL 
Board advised that the Humane Officer and associated functions are keeping the APL in the red.  
 
Commissioner Smeiles noted that the Ohio Revised Code calls for funds to the APL from the cities and 
villages. Ms. Vandergriff noted that the cities and villages do not give any funds at this time.  
 
Commissioner Keiper added that he believes it is reasonable for the county to foster this dialogue since it is 
clear that the APL does not have the funds to operate. The Board of Commissioners did not know that the 
APL was in such dire financial straits.  
 
Commissioner Smeiles asked if the APL had any contracts for sheltering? The City of Kent brings no more 
than six cats at $40 per cat to adopt out or euthanize, as needed. This has nothing to do with the Humane 
Officer function.  
 
Commissioner Frederick asked if the Humane Officer was not in place, who would do the job that she does? 
Sheila responded that the law enforcement agency in the political subdivision would be responsible. 
 
Commissioner Keiper noted that it will be challenging for political subdivision to find funds in the middle of a 
budget year. Perhaps the county could help the APL in 2008 and allow the cities and villages to come up with 
a plan for 2009. This is a program that benefits the entire county. 
 
Commissioner Smeiles suggested that the Board of Commissioners find a way to get the APL through 2008. 
The ORC states that the cities and villages shall pay. Perhaps a committee could be convened to discuss 2009 
funding by the county, cities and villages. 



Commissioner Keiper asked what the city perspective is with this issue. How can all communities in Portage 
County work together to solve the APL financial problems. 
 
Streetsboro Mayor Wagner stated that he is interested in pursuing support for the APL and would be happy to 
serve on a committee.  
 
Ms. Vandergriff noted that the number of calls they are receiving is indicative of the good job the Humane 
Officer is doing. 
 
Annette Fisher, owner of the Happy Trails Farm Sanctuary, commended Portage County on being willing to 
work together with the APL.  Our society and communities can only benefit from having a Humane Officer in 
place.  
 
Ravenna Mayor Kevin Poland noted that he would need additional information before pledging funds to the 
APL. He agreed that all should cooperate and come up with some sort of plan to move this forward to benefit 
Portage County. The Mayor added that these are tough times and this issue must be addressed in Columbus. 
Education should also be a component of this issue in that people need to be taught how to take care of 
animals.  
 
Lt. Ballou of the Aurora Police Department noted that there is an Animal Control Officer in the city who uses 
the APL when necessary. Eileen Hogan added that he would also refer any abuse case to the APL’s Humane 
Officer. Sheila Vandergriff noted seven recent calls from Aurora residents that the Humane Officer has 
investigated. Calls from Aurora have been picking up since this is the season in which kittens have been 
abandoned, etc.  
 
Commissioner Smeiles recommended that the cities and villages work with their Law Directors to determine if 
and how much money could be given to the APL. 
 
Kay Ziska of Hiram Village asked if the Townships are represented? The Board of Commissioners responded 
that the Commissioners represent the Townships. Commissioner Keiper added that this is not only a Township 
issue but a countywide issue.  
 
Phil Snyder, President of Windham Council, recommended the creation of a committee.  
 
Ms. Vandergriff added that the ORC only allows one paid Humane Officer in each county.  
 
Lt. Ballou noted that the code should be reviewed by the state legislators to update this section.  
 
The Board of Commissioners agreed to reconvene a meeting of all cities and villages with the Board of 
Commissioners representing the Townships. The group can discuss some funding formula for 2009, perhaps 
based on population.  
 
An unidentified woman asked if the Airport expansion would impact the APL? Would the APL have to move? 
If so, who would pay for that move? Commissioner Smeiles noted that this question has been asked before 
with Airport Board President Michael Pryce noting that there is no conflict in the either expansion of the 
Airport and the APL. The Airport expansion would be to the west, should it occur. Compensation would have 
to be made by the Airport for any damage to the APL.  
 



Commissioner Keiper responded that he has always been in favor of Airport expansion, while still recognizing 
the concerns of aviation people in that no tall buildings are being built on that site. The county has about $30 
million in property surrounding the Airport and believes that the Board of Commissioners can manage their 
concerns while addressing the needs of the APL and the Airport.  
 
The group agreed to meet again on Tuesday, May 27, 2008 at 1:00 PM to continue with this discussion. The 
APL agreed that they would be available to meet with City Councils within Portage County.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0389 - RE: BILLS APPROVED AND CERTIFIED TO THE 
PORTAGE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT.   

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
RESOLVED,   that the bills were approved and certified to the County Auditor for payment, contingent 

upon the review of the Portage County Internal Auditor or other designee on May 1, 2008 
in the total payment amount of $911,291.46 for Funds 0001-8105 as set forth in the 
Accounts Payable Warrant Report on file in the office of the Portage County Auditor; and 
be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0390 - RE: WIRE TRANSFER APPROVED AND CERTIFIED TO 
THE PORTAGE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR 
PAYMENT.   

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

RESOLVED,   that the bills were approved and certified to the County Auditor for payment, contingent 
upon the review of the Portage County Internal Auditor or other designee on May 1, 2008 
in the total payment amount as follows: 

    
1. $248,006.59 for Medical Mutual Claims-Fund 7101; and 
2. $71,893.08 for Medical Mutual Admin Fees-Fund 7101; and 
3. $5,355.34 for MHM Resources, Inc for processing FLEX claims for Medical Mutual; 

and 
 



as set forth in the Accounts Payable Warrant Report on file in the office of the Portage 
County Auditor; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners authorizes the wire transfer for the charges relating to 
health benefits, as presented by the Portage County Auditor’s Office: 
 
Wire Transfer on Friday, May 2, 2008   $ 248,006.59 
Wire Transfer on Friday, May 2, 2008   $   71,893.08 
Wire Transfer on Friday, May 2, 2008   $    5,355.34 
 
and be it further 
 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;            Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;         Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0391  - RE: APPROVAL OF JOURNAL VOUCHERS/ENTRIES. 
 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Revised Code requires that warrants be approved by the Board of 

Commissioners prior to their issuance, and  
 
WHEREAS, there are other similar financial transactions defined as journal vouchers/entries that are 

dissimilar in that they are used to pay for charges for services from one county 
department and/or fund to another department and/or fund and thus are processed in 
lieu of issuing a warrant, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Journal Vouchers/Entries are recommended by the County Auditor’s Office for 

review and approval by the Board of Commissioners; now therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves the following Journal  
 Vouchers/Entries as presented by the County Auditor’s Office:   
 

05/01/08 40 $ 291,447.00 
   
Total  $ 291,447.00 

 
  and be it further 
 



RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 
Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;             Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0392 - RE: ACCEPTANCE OF THEN AND NOW 
CERTIFICATIONS FOR PAYMENT. 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS,  Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.41 (D)(1) authorizes the expenditure of moneys, provided 
a certificate of the County Auditor is supplied stating that there was at the time of the 
making of such contract or order and at the time of the execution of such certificate a 
sufficient sum appropriated for the purpose of such contract and in the treasury or in 
process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free from any previous 
encumbrances (Then and Now Certification), and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Then and Now Certification is recommended by the State Auditor’s Office, the Portage 

County Auditor’s Office, and the Portage County Prosecutor’s Office, and 

 
WHEREAS,  a listing of expenditures, attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by 

reference, has been certified by the County Auditor according to Ohio Revised Code 
section 5705.41 (D)(1); now therefore be it   

 
RESOLVED,   that the expenditures listed herein are properly certified by the County Auditor in the 

amount of $2,620.82 as set forth in Exhibit “A” dated May 1, 2008 shall be paid; and be it 
further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice Vote as Follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;           Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 



RESOLUTIONS 

May 1, 2008 
 
1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the April 29, 2008 regular Board Meeting as presented. 
  
2. Approve the Bills as presented by the County Auditor and reviewed by the Internal Auditor./08-0389 
 
3. Approve the wire transfer as presented by the County Auditor./08-0390 
 
4. Approve the Journal Vouchers as presented by the County Auditor./08-0391 
 
5. Approve the Then & Now as presented by the Portage County Auditor./08-0392 

*   *   *   *   * 

INVITATIONS/MEETING NOTICES 

May 1, 2008 
 
1. Invitation from the Streetsboro Area Chamber of Commerce for the Tenth Annual Golf Scramble on 

Friday, July 11, 2008, Raccoon Hill Golf Club, 10:00 AM Shotgun start. 
 
2. Invitation from Cuyahoga County Commissioners for the 4th Annual Cuyahoga County Fatherhood 

Initiative Funders/Public Officials Breakfast on Friday, June 13, 2008, 8:00-9:30 AM at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, Cleveland. 

 
3. Invitation from the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland for the 2008 Community Development Policy 

Summit on Wednesday-Thursday, June 11-12, 2008, Cleveland Marriott Downtown, Cleveland. 
 
*   *   *   *   * 

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE 
DISCUSSION 
May 1, 2008 

 
1. April 17, 2008 correspondence from Frank S. Polichena, January Developments, regarding sewer tap ins 

for The Reserves of Breakneck Creek Development off Marian Rd/Water Resources Department to bring 
back to the Board of Commissioners. 

 
2. April 28, 2008 e-mail from Jon Barber, Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, 

regarding wages for Security staff/Information only. 
 
3. April 28, 2008 e-mail from Lynn Leslie, Human Resources Department, regarding wages for Security 

staff/Information only. 
 
4. April 23, 2008 correspondence from Digital Counties Survey, requesting completion of Sixth Annual 

Digital Counties Survey by Thursday, May 22, 2008. Does the Board wish to forward to the ITS 
Department to complete/Yes – forward to ITS 

 



5. April 29, 2008 correspondence from Mayor Lynn McGill, City of Aurora, regarding water 
design/Information only. 

*   *   *   *   * 

JOURNAL ENTRIES 
May 1, 2008 
 
1. The Board of Commissioners received the Weekly Report of Kennel population for the week ending April 

27, 2008 as presented by Dave McIntyre, Dog Warden. 
 
2. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to have Commissioner Smeiles sign the Statutory 

Checklist, the Finding and Signatures of Responsible Individuals and the Certification of Determination of 
Subsequent Exemption for a Categorical Exclusion Project Form for the Rusty Nail Economic 
Development Project as requested by Neighborhood Development Services Inc. Documents reviewed by 
Carol Kurtz, Internal Auditor noting the document appears to be complete and accurate with only 
historical significance determined which has been found to be exempt. 

 
3. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to sign the RLF Loan Review Report form and 

correspondence to the Office of Housing and Community Partnerships regarding the RLF Approval 
Request for The Rusty Nail as presented by Neighborhood Development Services Inc. Documents 
reviewed by Carol Kurtz, Internal Auditor noting the request appears to be proper and appropriately 
authorized. 

 
4. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to pay the Invoice dated April 14, 2008 for the Portage 

County Senior Center repairs and installation $ 9,757.85 as presented by Family & Community Services. 
 
5. The Board of Commissioners received Certified Mail No. 7007 1490 0000 7724 5630 dated April 24, 2008, 

regarding the furnishing of labor, services, equipment of materials for the work of improvement known as 
the Portage County  Prosecutor’s Office Addition and Renovation project located at 241 S. Chestnut St., 
Ravenna as presented by Lee Hostetler, Fire Protection, Inc. 

 
6. The Commissioners received the April 29, 2008 Amended Certificate of Estimated Resources for the year 

beginning January 1, 2008 as submitted by the Portage County Budget Commission (cc: Department of 
Budget & Financial Management). 

 
7. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to have Commissioner Smeiles sign the Standard Form 

to Confirm Account Balance Information with Financial Institutions as of December 31, 2007 with 
Keybank (1) and Key Investments Accounts (3) as requested by the State Auditor’s Office. Documents 
reviewed by Carol Kurtz, Internal Auditor noting the request appears to be proper and appropriately 
authorized. 

*   *   *   *   * 

REFERRED 
May 1, 2008 

 
1. April 28, 2008 memo from Michael Hiler, Ohio Department of Development, regarding a delay of 

drawdown processing of Requests for Payment and Status of Funds Report./Referred to Regional Planning 
Commission and Neighborhood Development Services Inc. 



 
2. April 21, 2008 correspondence from Michael Hiler, Ohio Department of Development, regarding the grant 

closeout for B-X-03-062-1./Referred to Regional Planning Commission and Grants Coordinator. 
 
3. April 28, 2008 correspondence from Financial Network of America Ltd., regarding Deferred 

Compensation./Referred to Human Resources Department and Internal Services. 
 
4. April 18, 2008 memo from Linda Modry, Ohio Department of Youth Services, regarding Administrative 

rules for the DYS Subsidy Grant – Public Hearing Notice./Referred to Internal Services and Grants 
Coordinator. 

 
5. Undated correspondence from Denise Long, DeWama Massage Center, regarding massage therapy 

center./Referred to Human Resources. 

*   *   *   *   * 

INFORMATION ONLY 
May 1, 2008 
 
1. April 28, 2008 correspondence from Bob Wrentmore, Building Department, in response to the Board’s 

request for comment on FEMA proposed base flood elevations for Portage County and Incorporated 
Areas. 

 
2. The Board of Commissioners received the Expressions newsletter for April 2008 as presented by Portage 

County Board of MR/DD. 
 
3. March 7, 2008 correspondence (received April 28, 2008) from Sarah Alam, Studio Wish Salon, regarding 

sponsorship opportunities for the American Cancer Society’s 23rd Relay for Life. 
 
4. April 28, 2008 e-mail from Wizard of Ah’s and A Taste of Excellence Catering, regarding party services. 
 
5. April 24, 2008 correspondence from S.M. Wischmann, US Department of Homeland Security, including 

the Winter 2007-2008 issue of Coast Guard Proceedings of the Marine Safety & Security Council. 
 
6. The Board of Commissioners received the Portage County Department of Job & Family Services Foster 

Parent Newsletter for May 2008. 

*   *   *   *   * 

PLEASE ADD TO THE AGENDA 

May 1, 2008 
 
1. April 29, 2008 email from HealthPoint Acquisitions, Inc. regarding the nursing home/Steve Eva to respond 
 
2. April 30, 2008 email from JoAnn Townend in response to the Board of Commissioners’ request for an 

update on the Senior Center Project/Information only.  
 
3. April 30, 2008 email from Pietro DiFranco of Richard L. Bowen and Associates confirming a meeting with 

the City of Aurora to discuss the Aurora Water Main Project/Water Resources Department Director 
Harold Huff to attend this meeting.  



 
4. May 1, 2008 memo from Water Resources Department Director Harold Huff requesting that the Board of 

Commissioners choose a third firm to interview for the Operations and Maintenance Equipment Garage 
Project/Journal Entry 

 
5. April 29, 2008 request from Water Resources Department Director Harold Huff for authorization to 

proceed with sanitary sewer repair work in the Rivermoor Area in an amount not to exceed 
$22,000/Journal Entry.  

 

 *   *   *   *   * 

Journal Entry 
May 1, 2008 
  
Motion by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick to approve the following actions: 
 
1. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the Weekly Report of Kennel population for the 

week ending April 27, 2008, as presented by Dave McIntyre, Dog Warden. The Board of Commissioners 
notes the receipt of $1,050 in donations from offenders dealing with the Kent Municipal Court.  

 
2. The Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Smeiles to sign the Statutory Checklist, the 

Finding and Signatures of Responsible Individuals and the Certification of Determination of Subsequent 
Exemption for a Categorical Exclusion Project Form for the Rusty Nail Economic Development Project, 
as presented by Neighborhood Development Services Inc. Documents reviewed by Carol Kurtz, Internal 
Auditor noting the document appears to be complete and accurate with only historical significance 
determined which has been found to be exempt. 

 
3. The Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Smeiles to sign the RLF Loan Review Report 

form and correspondence to the Office of Housing and Community Partnerships regarding the RLF 
Approval Request for The Rusty Nail, as presented by Neighborhood Development Services Inc. 
Documents reviewed by Carol Kurtz, Internal Auditor noting the request appears to be proper and 
appropriately authorized.   

 
The Board of Commissioners also signed the April 24, 2008 correspondence to Mike Hiler, Office of 
Housing and Community Partnerships requesting approval of this loan, noting that their approval is 
contingent upon state approval of this loan and the receipt of the appraisal.   

 
4. The Board of Commissioners authorized payment of the Invoice dated April 14, 2008 for the Portage 

County Senior Center repairs and installation $9,757.85, as presented by Family & Community Services, 
Inc., contingent upon review by Internal Services Director JoAnn Townend.  

 
5. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of Certified Mail No. 7007 1490 0000 7724 5630 

dated April 24, 2008, regarding the furnishing of labor, services, equipment of materials for the work of 
improvement known as the Portage County Prosecutor’s Office Addition and Renovation project located 
at 241 South Chestnut Street, Ravenna, as presented by Lee Hostetler, Fire Protection, Inc. Forwarded to 
the Internal Services Director for her files and information.  

 



6. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the April 29, 2008 Amended Certificate of 
Estimated Resources for the year beginning January 1, 2008, as presented by the Portage County Budget 
Commission.  

 
7. The Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Smeiles to sign the Standard Form to Confirm 

Account Balance Information with Financial Institutions as of December 31, 2007 with Keybank and Key 
Investments Accounts, as requested by the State Auditor’s Office and presented by Carol Kurtz. 
Documents reviewed by Carol Kurtz, Internal Auditor noting the request appears to be proper and 
appropriately authorized.  

 
8. The Board of Commissioners authorized the full time permanent hire of Michelle Conner as a Clerk/Typist 

(replacing Susan Drotar) for the Portage County Building Department, effective May 19, 2008, as 
presented by Human Resources Department Director Lynn Leslie and approved by Building Department 
Director Bob Wrentmore.  

 
9. The Board of Commissioners accepted the recommendation of the Portage County Human Resources 

Department Director Lynn Leslie and approved the job description for a Screening Assessment Worker at 
Range F ($11.18 - $15.77 per hour) of the AFSCME Wage Schedule. The Board of Commissioners noted 
that this new position has been created within the Portage County Department of Job and Family Services 
for workers responsible for performing initial interviews and crisis intervention over the phone and in 
person to determine if a child is at risk and/or what protective services or placement services are needed.  

 
10. The Board of Commissioners signed the Personnel Action Form authorizing the reclassification of position 

for Nicholas Gribble from Social Service Worker 2 to Screening Assessment Worker for the Portage 
County Department of Job & Family Services, effective May 5, 2008, as presented by Human Resources 
Department Director Lynn Leslie and approved by Department of Job & Family Services Director Anita 
Herington.  

 
11. The Board of Commissioners signed the Personnel Action Form authorizing the reclassification of position 

for John Foster from Social Service Worker 2 to Screening Assessment Worker for the Portage County 
Department of Job & Family Services effective, May 5, 2008, as presented by Human Resources 
Department Director Lynn Leslie and approved by Department of Job & Family Services Director Anita 
Herington. 

 
12. After meeting today with the Neighborhood Development Services Executive Director David Vaughan, 

the Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Smeiles to sign the Ohio Office of Housing and 
Community Partnerships CDBG Small Cities Program RLF Loan Review Form for the purchase of Paul’s 
Do-It Center by Lonnie Pettigrew. Mr. Pettigrew proposes to operate a True Value Hardware Store and a 
Nutrena Feed and Supply Store at this Ravenna location. Documents reviewed by Carol Kurtz, Internal 
Auditor noting the request appears to be proper and appropriately authorized.   

 
The Board of Commissioners also signed the April 24, 2008 correspondence to Mike Hiler, Office of 
Housing and Community Partnerships requesting approval of this loan, noting that their approval is 
contingent upon state approval of this loan and appraisal of the property. 

 
13. The Board of Commissioners signed the July 29, 2003 Satisfaction of Mortgage for Lana Matonis, 3688 Blake 

Avenue in Ravenna, as presented by the Neighborhood Development Services. . Documents reviewed by 
Carol Kurtz, Internal Auditor noting the request appears to be proper and appropriately authorized.   



 
14. On March 18, 2008, the Board of Commissioners authorized the Water Resources Department to contact, 

schedule and interview the following engineering/architectural firms for project design services for the 
Portage County Regional Sewer District Operations and Maintenance Equipment Garage Project No. PC 
(07-140), ST-4 (07-141), and PC-W (07-142) as follows: Burgess & Niple, DLZ, and GPD Group.  

 
Today, noting that the GPD Group is unable to participate in the interviews, the Board of Commissioners 
chose CT Consultants as the third firm to interview for the Operations and Maintenance Equipment 
Garage Project.  

 
15. The Board of Commissioners accepted the April 29, 2008 recommendation of Portage County Water 

Resources Department Director Harold Huff and authorized the department to proceed with sanitary 
sewer repair work in the Rivermoor Area, in an amount not to exceed $22,000, under existing Contract 
No. 20080244 with the Lake County Sewer Co., Inc. of Willowick.  

 
All in favor, motion carries. 

 
 *   *   *   *   * 
 
We do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of the Portage County Board of 
Commissioners’ meeting on May 1, 2008. There being no further business to come before the Board, it was 
moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick to adjourn the official meeting at 4:00 PM. 
All in favor, motion carries. 
 

              
Christopher Smeiles, President  Charles W. Keiper II, Vice President 
 
 

Maureen T. Frederick, Board Member  Deborah Mazanec, Clerk 
 
 *   *   *   *    * 
   


