
Tuesday, May 6, 2008 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 9:20 AM with the 
following members present: 
 
Christopher Smeiles Charles W. Keiper II     Maureen T. Frederick  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
  
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Charles W. Keiper II to approve the meeting minutes of 
the May 1, 2008 meeting. All in favor, motion carries 
 
*   *   *   *   * 
Also attending throughout the day: Mike Sever, Record-Courier 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
Present: Charlene Badger, Mark Cheplowitz 
 
Mr. Cheplowitz attending today to update the Board of Commissioners on the June 9th Birthday Celebration of 
the County’s Bicentennial. Mr. Cheplowitz advised the Board of Commissioners that there are 50 units in the 
planned parade.  
 
The Board of Commissioners agreed that they would invite all Portage County residents over 100 years old to 
be in the parade. 
 
Does the Board of Commissioners want a Gospel Choir to sing the National Anthem? Charlene Badger to 
investigate options.  
 
On April 24th, the Board of Commissioners accepted the recommendation of Internal Auditor Carol Kurtz, 
Internal Auditor, and authorized the release of $1,252.68 to the Portage County Bicentennial Committee. The 
Board of Commissioners noted that the funds remaining from the allowable donation to the Bicentennial 
($20,000 in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code) total $3,252.68. The Board agreed to hold a 10% 
retainage of $2,000. Mr. Cheplowitz advised the Board of Commissioners that he may need the remaining 
$2,000 before all events are completed.  
 
General Services Director Jim Manion attending 
 
Mr. Cheplowitz presented the schematic for the parking lots and fireworks safety area. The employee parking 
lot and the Judges lot both need to be closed beginning at 8:00 AM on Monday, June 9, 2008, in order to 
comply with the State Fire Marshall rules. The Ravenna Fire Chief does not want vehicles to be in the safety 
area during the set up of the fireworks.  Mr. Cheplowitz is meeting with Ravenna officials tomorrow and will 
discuss this issue again; Mr. Manion will also attend this meeting.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
Present: Bob Wrentmore, Jim Manion  
 



Mr. Wrentmore recommended that the Board of Commissioners send a letter of support to encourage 
Congressional support for the Community Building Code Administration Grant Act of 2007 to establish a 
national grants program to help Building Departments educate staff and the community.  
 
Mr. Wrentmore noted that the Home Builders Association of Portage and Summit Counties support the bill 
and sent an email to the Board of Commissioners.  
 
CBO Wrentmore noted that every dollar spent in mitigation saves FEMA $4.00/Resolution 08-0397.  
  
 *   *   *   *   * 

PROSECUTOR 
Present: Denise Smith 
 

10:14 In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to conference 
with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving the public body that are the subject of 

pending or imminent court action.  Also present: Attorney Denise Smith; Human Resources Department 
Director Lynn Leslie; JFS Director Anita Herington.  Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. 
Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
10:35 AM Director Herington left the Executive Session. 
 
10:45 AM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the Board of Commissioners moves out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took no action.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

Prosecutor’s Correspondence 
1. April 29, 2008 correspondence from Denise Smith to Andrew Walter, Health Professionals, Ltd., 

regarding an inmate’s hospital billing/Information only. 
 
2. April 30, 2008 correspondence from David Brode, regarding proposed administrative rule changes 

FYS subsidy grant/Information only. 
 
*   *   *   *   * 
In response to a correspondence from Attorney Frank Cimino, Attorney Smith recommended that the Board 
of Commissioners advise the attorney that he would have to get Judge Watson’s permission in  a sentencing 
entry to allow community service to be served in lieu of the fines for his client. Ms. Smith agreed to draft a 
letter for the Board of Commissioners to send to Attorney Cimino. 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

2nd TRANSFER TAX PUBLIC HEARING 
Convened at 10: 40 AM 
 
Present: Portage County Board of Commissioners Smeiles, Keiper and Frederick 
 



I. OPENING, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS – Commissioner Chris Smeiles 
 
II. PURPOSE OF THE HEARING – Deborah Mazanec, Clerk 
 
This public hearing is being held in accordance with Section 322.02 of the Ohio Revised Code for the purpose 
of informing the public of, and to listen to public comment on, a proposed increase to the real property or 
manufactured home transfer tax.  
 
The Board of Commissioners held the first required public hearing on Thursday, May 1, 2008 at 1:00 PM in 
the Portage County Commissioners’ Boardroom, Administration Building Seventh Floor. 
 
Notice of this hearing was published in the Record Courier Newspaper on April 6, 2008 and April 13, 2008, as 
required by the Ohio Revised Code Section 322.  

 
 
III. SWEARING IN OF THOSE WHO ARE SPEAKING – No attendees 
 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT AGAINST – None  

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT IN FAVOR - None  
 
VI. PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED at 1:42 PM  
 

  *   *   *   *   * 
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET & FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
Present: Audrey Tillis 
 

1. Discussion Memos: 
a. Follow-up on APL Meeting/Journal Entry 
 

Updates  
2. The Director presented the Compensation Report by Payroll Location  

 
 *   *   *   *   * 

HUMAN RESOURCES/INTERNAL SERVICES DIRECTOR 
Present: Lynn Leslie, JoAnn Townend 
 

11:27 AM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Maureen T. 
Frederick, seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to 
consider the hire of the Motor Pool Director. Also present: Human Resources Department Director Lynn 
Leslie and Internal Services Director JoAnn Townend. Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. 
Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 

11:35 AM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the Board of Commissioners moves out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took no action.  



 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0393 - RE: BILLS APPROVED AND CERTIFIED TO THE 
PORTAGE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT.   

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
RESOLVED,   that the bills were approved and certified to the County Auditor for payment, contingent 

upon the review of the Portage County Internal Auditor or other designee on May 6, 2008 

in the total payment amount of $238,614.04 for Funds 0001-8101 as set forth in the 
Accounts Payable Warrant Report on file in the office of the Portage County Auditor; and 
be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0394  - RE: APPROVAL OF JOURNAL VOUCHERS/ENTRIES. 
 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Revised Code requires that warrants be approved by the Board of 

Commissioners prior to their issuance, and  
 
WHEREAS, there are other similar financial transactions defined as journal vouchers/entries that are 

dissimilar in that they are used to pay for charges for services from one county 
department and/or fund to another department and/or fund and thus are processed in 
lieu of issuing a warrant, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Journal Vouchers/Entries are recommended by the County Auditor’s Office for 

review and approval by the Board of Commissioners; now therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves the following Journal  
 Vouchers/Entries as presented by the County Auditor’s Office:   
 

05/05/08 102 $ 523,798.69 
05/05/08 159 49,348.05 
05/05/08 155 190.00 
05/05/08 157 35,927.82 
05/05/08 160 704.45 
05/05/08 161 953.88 



05/05/08 162 958.51 
05/05/08 163 1,470.00 
05/05/08 164 14,635.46 
05/05/08 165 25,000.00 
05/05/08 166 11,466.45 
   
Total  $ 664,453.31 

 
  and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;              Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0395 - RE: ACCEPTANCE OF THEN AND NOW 
CERTIFICATIONS FOR PAYMENT. 

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS,  Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.41 (D)(1) authorizes the expenditure of moneys, provided 

a certificate of the County Auditor is supplied stating that there was at the time of the 
making of such contract or order and at the time of the execution of such certificate a 
sufficient sum appropriated for the purpose of such contract and in the treasury or in 
process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free from any previous 
encumbrances (Then and Now Certification), and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Then and Now Certification is recommended by the State Auditor’s Office, the Portage 

County Auditor’s Office, and the Portage County Prosecutor’s Office, and 

 
WHEREAS,  a listing of expenditures, attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by 

reference, has been certified by the County Auditor according to Ohio Revised Code 
section 5705.41 (D)(1); now therefore be it   

 
RESOLVED,   that the expenditures listed herein are properly certified by the County Auditor in the 

amount of $8,730.21 as set forth in Exhibit “A” dated May 6, 2008 shall be paid; and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 



in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice Vote as Follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0396 - RE:   SUPPORTING PORTAGE COUNTY 
APPLICATIONS FOR OHIO AGRICULTURAL 
EASEMENT PURCHASE PROGRAM; 
CONFIRMING LANDOWNERS DONATION; AND 
COMMITTING TO MONITOR AND ENFORCE THE 
EASEMENT(S) IN PERPETUITY. 

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS,   The Board of Commissioners has received requests for support of applications to the 
State of Ohio Department of Agriculture for the Purchase of Agricultural  Easements for 
properties specified in Attachment A; and 

 
WHEREAS,   The Board has determined that the application of the properties for purchase of 

agricultural easements is consistent with the Portage County Farmland Preservation 
Plan, and agree to sponsor, co-hold,  monitor and enforce the terms of the easement(s) in 
perpetuity; and 

 

WHEREAS,   The Board finds the requests for the agricultural easements acceptable; and 
 

WHEREAS,   The landowners have committed to donate at least 25% of the points based appraised 
agricultural easement value, confirmed in the individual applications; now therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, That the Portage County Board of Commissioners does hereby support the applications 
of these properties for the Agricultural Easement Purchase Program, and authorizes the 
submittal of these applications to the Ohio Department of Agriculture, Office of 
Farmland Preservation; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 
Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in a meeting open to the public in compliance with the law 
including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 

 
 *   *   *   *   * 



      

ATTACHMENT A 
 

Landowner    Property Location  Acres   
 

ATWATER TOWNSHIP 
 
Robert M. and Margaret M. Pugh 2436 Industry Rd.  72.24 
 

DEERFIELD TOWNSHIP 
 
Donald T. Sampson  III  2041 Bonner Rd.  61.67 
 
Donald T. Sampson III   Mottown Rd.   51.73       
 

HIRAM TOWNSHIP 
 
John R. Groselle   SR 82    60.00 
      
Andrew Luckay Jr.   6688 Pioneer Trail  43.50 
 
Jean C. Mackenzie   6722 Pioneer Trail  29.40 
 

PALMYRA TOWNSHIP 
 
Walter Carrington III   3453 Wayland Rd.  68.50 
 

RANDOLPH TOWNSHIP  
 
Fred J. and Gary P. Rodenbucher Eberly Rd.   49.78    
 
Raymond J.and Shirley M. Rodenbucher 4396 Alexander Rd. 76.86  
 

ROOTSTOWN TOWNSHIP 
 
Donald and Cathy Gang  5368 Tallmadge Rd.  48.13 
 

    TOTAL ACRES SUBMITTED 561.81 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0397 - RE: A RESOLUTION TO ENCOURAGE 
CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE 
COMMUNITY BUILDING CODE 
ADMINISTRATION GRANT ACT OF 2007 

  
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Charles W. Keiper II that the following resolution be 
adopted: 

 



WHEREAS,  as citizens of Portage County, we recognize that people and property in our communities 
are at risk from a variety of hazards including wildfires, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, 
lightning, and snow or ice storms; and 

 
WHEREAS,  these disasters have the potential for causing widespread injury, loss of lives, and damage to 

property, community infrastructure, and the environment; and 
 

WHEREAS,  the hurricane seasons of 2004 and 2005, the flooding in 2006, and the tornado and wildfire 
seasons in 2006 and 2007 clearly demonstrate our nations’ on-going vulnerability to natural 
hazards; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the devastating impact of recent natural events is evidence of the need for heightened local, 

state and federal attention to coordinated measures to mitigate the impact of natural 
hazards on our communities, and has demonstrated a significant need to support the 
effective work of building code authorities; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the adoption of modern codes is a first step in responsible local governance of the built-

environment that must then be coupled with effective local capabilities and programs in 
code administration. Thorough and effective administration of codes allows the maximum 
benefit of those regulations to be realized in local building safety, enhanced property value, 
energy efficiency, hazard mitigation and the availability and affordability of personal and 
commercial property insurance; and 

 
WHEREAS,  effective enforcement of building and fire codes is one of the best means of protecting the 

welfare of those in our communities, including residents, visitors and emergency 
responders, from natural disasters that impact our homes, businesses, schools, places of 
worship, and all other types of construction in the built-environment; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the national benefit providing support for local building code enforcement is clearly 

evidenced by a recent report of the National Institute for Building Safety that demonstrated 
that for each federal dollar spent on mitigation the federal government saves nearly $4 in 
future disaster recovery expenses; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Community Building Code Administration Grant Act of 2007, when enacted and 
funded, will provide competitively evaluated federal grants, locally matched, to local 
governments who seek to build-up or improve their local code administration and 
enforcement capabilities; therefore it is resolved that 

 

RESOLVED,  Portage County Board of Commissioners do request that our Members of Congress support 
the passage and funding of H.R. 4461/S. 2458, the Community Building Code 
Administration Grant Act of 2007. We further request that the International Code Council 
deliver this Resolution to Congress and continue its work on our behalf in the enactment of 
funding of the Community Building Code Administration Grant Act of 2007; and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 



in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows:  
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No.  08-0398 - RE: AMEND RESOLUTION NO. 07-0934 DATED 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2007 ACCEPTING THE 2008 
SUBSIDY GRANT AGREEMENT FOR THE STATE 
OF OHIO DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH SERVICES 
GRANT (RECLAIM OHIO) ON BEHALF OF THE 
PORTAGE COUNTY JUVENILE COURT. 

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded Charles W. Keiper II by that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution 07-0776 on August 2, 2007 authorizing 

the application update to the State of Ohio, Department of Youth Services for the FY 
2008 Youth Services Grant Base (510) allocation for the Portage County Juvenile Court 
for $245,245.00 and FY 2008 Reclaim Ohio (4014) allocation up to $313,630.58 with no 
local match; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution No. 07-0934 on September 20, 2007 to 
accept the Subsidy Plan for the State of Ohio Department of Youth Services Grant 
(Reclaim Ohio) on behalf of the Portage County Juvenile Court; and 

 

WHEREAS,  it has become necessary amend the 2008 Subsidy Grant Agreement to the Ohio 
Department of Youth Services for the Portage County Juvenile Court reflecting pay 
increases for staff and realignment of program funds; now therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Portage County Commissioners does hereby amend Resolution No. 

07-0934 dated September 20, 2007 for staff pay adjustments in the amount of $855.23, as 
requested by the Juvenile Court, bringing the FY 2008 Reclaim Ohio (4014) allocation 
up to $314,485.81 with no local match; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Smeiles to sign Amendment 

No. 1 to replace Attachment A. page 2 of the Grant Agreement; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED,  that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the County Auditor, Internal 
Auditor, Department of Budget and Financial Management, Grants Coordinator and 
Juvenile Court; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED,  that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 



formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice Vote as Follows: 
 
Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;            Christopher Smeiles, Yea;            Charles W. Keiper, Yea;       
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTIONS  
May 6, 2008 
 
1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the May 1, 2008 regular Board Meeting as presented. 
  
2. Approve the Bills as presented by the County Auditor and reviewed by the Internal Auditor./08-0393 
 
3. Approve the Journal Vouchers as presented by the County Auditor./08-0394 
 
4. Approve the Then & Now as presented by the Portage County Auditor./08-0395 

*   *   *   *  * 

INVITATIONS/MEETING NOTICES 
May 6, 2008 
 
1. Invitation from the Greater Akron Chamber for the Small Business Council’s Annual Banquet/Awards 

luncheon on Friday, June 6, 2008, 11:15 AM, Sheraton Suites, Akron. 
 
2. Invitation from the Portage & Summit Counties HBA and Akron Area board of Realtors for the Elected 

Officials Networking Nite on Wednesday, May 21, 2008, 5:00-7:30 PM, Radisson Hotel Akron City 
Centre. 

 
3. Invitation from the Garrettsville Summerfest parade on Sunday, June 29, 2008, 12:00 Noon.  
 
4. Invitation from the Building Department for a retirement celebration for Susan Drotar on Friday, May 30, 

2008, 12:00 PM Lunch at the Portage County Building Department. 
 
5. Invitation from the Mental Health & Recovery Board for the Board’s 2008 Annual Dinner on Thursday, 

May 22, 2008, 6:00 PM at the American Legion Hall in Kent. NOTE: Honoring the Board of 
Commissioners will be part of the meeting’s program for the evening. 

 
6. Invitation from the Portage County Educational Service Center for the Teen Honors Breakfast at the Kent 

State University Student Center Ballroom (2nd Floor) on Thursday, May 22, 2008, 9:00 AM. 
 
*   *   *   *  * 

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE 
DISCUSSION 
May 6, 2008 

 



1. Does the Board wish to attend and/or send Carol Kurtz, JoAnn Townend, and Anita Herington to the 
Wednesday, June 11, 2008 Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management Volunteer Donation 
Management Seminar at Family and Community Services, 3:00-5:00 PM/Board of Commissioners agreed 
to invite the Directors to attend, should their schedules allow. 

 
2. Commissioners’ April 23, 2008 Proposal to construct 199 foot high communications tower/Information 

only – the Board of Commissioners noted that they forwarded this request for comments to the Townships 
and Villages affected by the proposal.  

 
3. April 27, 2008 correspondence from Lynda Kitchen, regarding dead tree limbs on the right of way/General 

Services Director Jim Manion to investigate and report to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
4. Number not used. 
 
5. April 29, 2008 e-mail from Diana Fierle, Economic Development, regarding the TIRC Board/Board of 

Commissioners agreed that the Executive Assistant should send a letter to those members who may have 
been missed.  

 
6. April 29, 2008 correspondence from Mayor Kevin Poland, City of Ravenna, regarding the VA bus 

shelter/Journal Entry Portage County participation. 
 
7.  May 1, 2008 e-mail from Lynne Erickson, Regional Planning Commission including a draft resolution 

supporting Portage County’s application for Ohio Agricultural Easement purchase program; confirming 
landowners donations; and committing to monitor and enforce the easement(s) in perpetuity/08-0396 

 
8. May 2, 2008 e-mail from Scott Miller, County Engineer to Rob Schlagenhauser, Tax Map, regarding the 

2008-2009 Portage County maps/Information only. 
 
9. Confidential May 1, 2008 correspondence from Frank S. Polichena, January Developments, regarding 

sewer tap in fees for The Reserves of Breakneck Creek/Water Resources Department to bring back to 
Board of Commissioners. 

 
*   *   *   *  * 

JOURNAL ENTRIES 
May 6, 2008 
 
1. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to have Commissioner Smeiles sign the Amendment 

Form/Program Budget Summary Amendment No. 1 for Staff Pay Adjustments retroactive to January 1, 
2008 as approved by Judge Thomas Carnes and presented by Lenny Sorboro, Director of Youth 
Rehabilitation. Documents reviewed by Carol Kurtz, Internal Auditor noting the request appears to be 
proper and appropriately authorized/Resolution 08-0398. 

 
2. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to allow use of the 3rd Floor Veteran Services Office on 

Monday, May 19, 2008 from 4:30-7:00 PM for a Commission Meeting as requested by Robert Park, 
Veteran Services. 

 



3.  Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to pay Invoice No. 17710 dated May 1, 2008 for Annual 
Membership Dues (Cornerstone Partner Investor) for $ 10,000 as presented by the Greater Akron 
Chamber. 

 
4. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to allow use of the Courthouse Lawn on Thursday, May 

7, 2009 for the National Day of Prayer from 11:30 AM-1:30 PM as requested by Doug McGee, Christians 
Praying. Does the Board wish to waive the $ 1.00 fee and insurance as done in previous years? 

 
5. May 1, 2008 Certificate of the County Auditor that the Total Appropriations from each fund do not exceed 

the Official Estimate Resources for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008 as presented by the Portage 
County Auditor’s Office. 

 
6. Board of Commissioners’ signature requested on the May 1, 2008 correspondence acknowledging the 

resignation of Ken Ricks, Construction Engineer for the Portage County Water Resources Department 
effective May 31, 2008 as presented by Director Harold Huff, Water Resources Department. 

 
7. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to utilize H. Luli Construction as first call out, 

Workman Industrial Services as second callout and Bochert Excavating as final callout for specialty and 
emergency repair work necessary in 2008 for emergency and general contractor services as presented by the 
Water Resources Department.  

 
8. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to authorize a purchase order in an amount not to 

exceed $ 2,733.04 to cover required work by Brown-Campbell Company in order to replace the grating for 
the trickling filter walkway for the Streetsboro Waste Water Treatment Plant, Project No. ST-4 (08-050) as 
presented by the Water Resources Department. 

 
9. The Board of Commissioners received the April 30, 2008 correspondence from the Portage County 

Sheriff’s Office including the Monthly Record of Proceedings and Transactions for March 2008, in 
accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 325.07.  

 
*   *   *   *  * 

PLEASE ADD TO YOUR AGENDA 
May 6, 2008 
 
1. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to have Commissioner Smeiles sign the revised Ohio 

Office of Criminal Justice Services 1st Quarter Report for Grant No. 2007-JG-D01-6467 Children’s 
Advocacy Center for the period ending March 31, 2008 as presented by Lucy Wagener, Executive Director 
of the Children’s Advocacy Center/Journal Entry 

 
*   *   *   *  * 

INFORMATION ONLY 
May 6, 2008 
 
1. April 28, 2008 correspondence from Robert Berger, Ravenna Memorial Day Parade Committee, regarding 

the Veterans’ Memorial. 
 
2. The Board of Commissioners received the Garrettsville Area Chamber of Commerce News for May 2008. 
 



3. The Board of Commissioners received the Business Update newsletter for Spring 2008 as presented by the 
Summit County Children Services. 

 
4. The Board of Commissioners received the March 12, 2008 meeting minutes as presented by the Portage 

County Regional Airport Authority. 
 
5. The Board of Commissioners received Suggestion Box comments from David Diegel and Heather Gram 

regarding Job & Family Services and Board of Elections. 
 
6. May 1, 2008 memo from Carol Kurtz, Internal Auditor, in response to the Board’s request for review and 

comment on the March 20, 2008 memo from the Ohio Department of Youth Services regarding proposed 
administrative rule changes. 

 
7.  The Board of Commissioners received the Ohio Water Development Authority 2007 Annual Report. 
 
8. The Board of Commissioners received the Aurora Chamber Connections newsletter for May 2008. 
 
9. The Board of Commissioners received the Brimfield Area Chamber of Commerce newsletter for May 2008. 
 
10. The Board of Commissioners received the Weekly Traffic Advisory dated May 2, 2008 as presented by the 

Ohio Department of Transportation. 
 
11. May 2, 2008 correspondence from Ohio Department of Transportation, announcing the closure of SR 59 

East of SR 261, Franklin Township, for roadway construction beginning May 19, 2008 through June 13, 
2008. 

 
12. April 30, 2008 correspondence from Ohio Department of Transportation, announcing the closing of SR 

225 between Yale Road and Williams Road, Palmyra Township, for culvert replacement beginning May 
19, 2008 through May 23, 2008. 

 
 *   *   *   *   * 

Journal Entry 
May 6, 2008 

   
Motion by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Charles W. Keiper II to approve the following actions: 
 
1. The Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Smeiles to sign the revised Ohio Office of 

Criminal Justice Services 1st Quarter Report for Grant No. 2007-JG-D01-6467 Children’s Advocacy Center 
for the period ending March 31, 2008, as presented by Lucy Wagener, Executive Director of the Children’s 
Advocacy Center. (First approved by Journal Entry #1 on April 29, 2008). 

 
2. The Board of Commissioners authorized the use of the 3rd Floor Veteran Services Office on Monday, May 

19, 2008 from 4:30-7:00 PM for a Commission Meeting, as requested by Robert Park, Veteran Services. 
 
3. The Board of Commissioners authorized payment of Invoice No. 17710 dated May 1, 2008 for Annual 

Membership Dues (Cornerstone Partner Investor) for $10,000, as presented by the Greater Akron 
Chamber. 

 



4. The Board of Commissioners authorized the use of the Courthouse Lawn on Thursday, May 7, 2009 for 
the National Day of Prayer from 11:30 AM-1:30 PM, as requested by Doug McGee, Christians Praying. 
The Board agreed to waive the $1.00 fee and insurance as done in previous years.  

 
5. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the May 1, 2008 Certificate of the County 

Auditor that the Total Appropriations from each fund do not exceed the Official Estimate Resources for 
the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008, as presented by the Portage County Auditor. 

 
6. The Board of Commissioners signed the May 1, 2008 correspondence acknowledging the resignation of 

Ken Ricks, Construction Engineer for the Portage County Water Resources Department, effective May 31, 
2008, as presented by Director Harold Huff, Portage County Water Resources Department. 

 
7. The Board of Commissioners authorized the Water Resources Department to utilize H. Luli Construction 

as the first call out, Workman Industrial Services as the second callout, and Bochert Excavating as final 
callout for specialty and emergency repair work necessary in 2008 for emergency and general contractor 
services, as presented by the Portage County Water Resources Department Director Harold Huff.  

 
8. The Board of Commissioners authorized the Water Resources to open a purchase order in an amount not 

to exceed $2,733.04 for Brown-Campbell Company to replace the grating for the trickling filter walkway for 
the Streetsboro Waste Water Treatment Plant, Project No. ST-4 (08-050), as presented by the Portage 
County Water Resources Department. 

 
9. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the April 30, 2008 correspondence from the 

Portage County Sheriff including the Monthly Record of Proceedings and Transactions for March 2008, in 
accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 325.07. 

 
10. The Board of Commissioners approved the following Personnel Requisitions, as presented by Lynn Leslie, 

Director of the Portage County Human Resources Department and approved by Department of Job & 
Family Services Director Anita Herington: 
 

DEPARTMENT JOB TITLE GRADE ACTION 
Job & Family Services Income Maintenance 

Worker 3 
 

JFS H Post Internally and 
Externally 

11. The Board of Commissioners signed the Personnel Action form acknowledging the resignation of Michelle 
Conner as an Income Maintenance Worker 3 for the Portage County Department of Job and Family 
Services, effective May 16, 2008, as presented by the Human Resources Department Director Lynn Leslie 
and approved by the Department of Job and Family Services Director Anita Herington. 

 
12. The Board of Commissioners signed the Personnel Action Form authorizing the compensation plan 

adjustment for Janet Kovick as an Administrative Assistant for the Portage County Department of Job & 
Family Services, effective December 31, 2007, as presented by Human Resources Department Director 
Lynn Leslie and approved by Department of Job & Family Services Director Anita Herington.  

 
13. The Board of Commissioners approved the following Personnel Requisitions, as presented by Lynn Leslie, 

Director of the Portage County Human Resources Department and approved by Department of Water 
Resources Director Harold Huff: 
 



DEPARTMENT JOB TITLE GRADE ACTION 
Water Resources Construction Engineer MG05-3 or MGT 6 Post Externally 
 

14. After meeting today in an Executive Session with Portage County Assistant Chief Prosecuting Attorney 
Denise Smith, JFS Director Anita Herington, and Human Resources Department Director Lynn Leslie, 
the Board of Commissioners agreed to file objections to the Hearing Officer’s decision in Case # 07-REM-
03-0125 to the State Personnel Board of Review.  

 
15. The Board of Commissioners agreed to increase the compensation for the Portage County Humane Officer 

from $1,300 to $14,500 for 2008, as requested by the Portage Animal Protective League in a January 31, 
2008 correspondence. The Department of Budget & Finance to make the necessary budget adjustment.  

 
The Board of Commissioners noted that they have scheduled a meeting with Portage County communities 
(cities and villages) to determine what other communities can and will contribute toward Humane Officer 
functions in 2009 and beyond.  

 
16. The Board of Commissioners approved the revised Job Description for the Commissioners’ 

Clerk/Supervisor as an MGT6. 
 
17. The Board of Commissioners accepted the WIC Program Manager’s recommendation and authorized an 

increase for Project Coordinator Amy Cooper from $22.29 to $23.40, effective December 31, 2007, as 
presented by the Human Resources Department Director Lynn Leslie.  

 
18. The Board of Commissioners agreed to partner with the City of Ravenna, the Veterans Administration, 

and the Premier Office Complex of Ravenna, agreeing to pay not more than $1,750 toward the installation 
of a bus shelter at the Ravenna Veterans Administration site on North Chestnut Street.  

 
19. The Board of Commissioners signed the Personnel Action Form authorizing an end of probation increase 

for Janet Kovick as, Administrative Assistant for the Portage County Department of Job & Family 
Services, effective May 5, 2008, as presented by Human Resources Department Director Lynn Leslie and 
approved by Department of Job & Family Services Director Anita Herington.  

 
All in favor, motion carries. 

 
 *   *   *   *   * 
 
We do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of the Portage County Board of 

Commissioners’ meeting on May 6, 2008. There being no further business to come before the Board, it was 
moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles to adjourn the official meeting at 11:36 AM. 
All in favor, motion carries. 
 

              
Christopher Smeiles, President  Charles W. Keiper II, Vice President 
 
 

Maureen T. Frederick, Board Member  Deborah Mazanec, Clerk 
 



 *   *   *   *    * 
   
 


