
Tuesday, May 20, 2008 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, May 20, 2008 at 8:45 AM with the 
following members present: 
 

Christopher Smeiles    Maureen T. Frederick  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
Absent: Charles W. Keiper II 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
   
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles to approve the meeting minutes of 
the May 15, 2008 meeting. Commissioner Keiper, absent, motion carries 
 
*   *   *   *   * 
Also attending throughout the day: Mike Sever, Record-Courier 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

WATER RESOURCES 
Present: Harold Huff, Lynn Leslie   
 

1. Journal Entry – Selection of consultant for professional and architectural services on O&M 
Maintenance Garage/Journal Entry CT Consultants. 

 
2. Journal Entry – 3882 Lovers Lane Backup Settlement Process/The Board of Commissioners 

reviewed the list of items destroyed in the backup. The home owners have filed and settled with 
their insurance agency/Journal Entry 
 

3. Journal Entry Ron Habowski as the Lead Negotiator for the Water Resources Labor Agreement. 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT  
Present: Audrey Tillis 
 

Resolutions 
       

1. Cash Advance Repayment from Fund 5306, PCS Ravenna-Rootstown Pump UPG to Fund 
5200, PCS General Administration/08-0459 

2. Transfer from Fund 0001, General Fund to Fund 1481, Prosecutor’s State Grant/08-0460 
3. The Board of Commissioners noted that the Prosecutor has advised that the APL’s Humane 

Officer must be the direct recipient of additional funds from the County.  
 

 *   *   *   *   * 

FINAL DECISION 2008 FORMULA GRANT 
Present: Attorney Denise Smith and Dave Vaughan, Neighborhood Development Services  



The Board of Commissioners discussed the possible use of RLF accounts to fund one or more of the projects 
presented for 2008 CDBG funds. 

 

The Board of Commissioners adopted Journal Entry #1 today. 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0455 - RE: BILLS APPROVED AND CERTIFIED TO THE 
PORTAGE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT.   

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

RESOLVED,   that the bills were approved and certified to the County Auditor for payment, contingent 
upon the review of the Portage County Internal Auditor or other designee on May 20, 2008 
in the total payment amount of $ 947,536.45 for Funds 0001-8101 as set forth in the 
Accounts Payable Warrant Report on file in the office of the Portage County Auditor; and 
be it further 

 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Absent;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0456  - RE: APPROVAL OF JOURNAL VOUCHERS/ENTRIES. 
 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Revised Code requires that warrants be approved by the Board of 

Commissioners prior to their issuance, and  
 
WHEREAS, there are other similar financial transactions defined as journal vouchers/entries that are 

dissimilar in that they are used to pay for charges for services from one county 
department and/or fund to another department and/or fund and thus are processed in 
lieu of issuing a warrant, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Journal Vouchers/Entries are recommended by the County Auditor’s Office for 

review and approval by the Board of Commissioners; now therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves the following Journal  
 Vouchers/Entries as presented by the County Auditor’s Office:   
 

05/20/08 736 $ 108,442.72 



   
Total  $ 108,442.72 

 
  and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Absent;            Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0457 - RE: ACCEPTANCE OF THEN AND NOW 
CERTIFICATIONS FOR PAYMENT. 

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS,  Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.41 (D)(1) authorizes the expenditure of moneys, provided 
a certificate of the County Auditor is supplied stating that there was at the time of the 
making of such contract or order and at the time of the execution of such certificate a 
sufficient sum appropriated for the purpose of such contract and in the treasury or in 
process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free from any previous 
encumbrances (Then and Now Certification), and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Then and Now Certification is recommended by the State Auditor’s Office, the Portage 

County Auditor’s Office, and the Portage County Prosecutor’s Office, and 

 
WHEREAS,  a listing of expenditures, attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by 

reference, has been certified by the County Auditor according to Ohio Revised Code 
section 5705.41 (D)(1); now therefore be it   

 
RESOLVED,   that the expenditures listed herein are properly certified by the County Auditor in the 

amount of $38,895.58 as set forth in Exhibit “A” dated May 20, 2008 shall be paid; and be 
it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice Vote as Follows: 
 



Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Absent;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0458 - RE: ACCEPT PROPOSAL OF MASTERMIND SYSTEMS, 
INC. AND ENTER INTO AGREEMENT TO 

PERFORM THE 2008 SIGN COMPLIANCE STUDY 
ON ALL COUNTY HIGHWAYS IN PORTAGE 
COUNTY. OHIO. 

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the County Engineers Association of Ohio (CEAO) has made available federal grant 
money to fund 90% of the 2008 Portage County Sign Compliance Study totaling 
$18,600.00, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Sign Compliance Study checks that all signs and advance warning signs for school 
zones, narrow bridges, low clearance overhead bridges, stop ahead, hidden intersections, 
speed zones and railroad crossings are required and erected, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Portage County Engineer has deemed it necessary to seek the services of a traffic 

engineering consultant, Mastermind Systems, Inc., to perform the 2008 Sign 
Compliance Study, now therefore be it   

  
RESOLVED, that the Portage County Commissioners hereby accept the proposal of Mastermind 

Systems Inc., to provide professional traffic engineering services for said Sign 
Compliance Study, and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that said professional traffic engineering services will be performed by Mastermind 

Systems, Inc., 345 Rice Street, Elmore, OH 43416, for a Lump Sum fee of $18,600.00. 
 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Absent;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0459 -           RE:   CASH ADVANCE REPAYMENT - FROM FUND 
5306, PCS RAVENNA-ROOTSTOWN PUMP UPG TO 
FUND 5200 PCS GENERAL ADMINISTRATION  

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 



 

WHEREAS, according to Resolution No. 04-0960, adopted  November 23, 2004, a cash advance was 
approved in the amount of $491,272.00 from Fund 5200, PCS General Administration 
to Fund 5306, PCS Ravenna-Rootstown Pump Station Upgrades, until a note was 
obtained to pay for the costs of the project, and  

   
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 05-1039, adopted October 11, 2005, amended Resolution No. 04-0960 

stating  that a note would not be obtained for the interim financing of  this project and 
the cash advance would be repaid once permanent financing was secured and, 

 
WHEREAS, permanent financing for the costs of this project has been obtained by utilizing revenues 

from Fund 5200, Portage County Sewer; now therefore be it 
 

RESOLVED, that the following cash advance repayment be made in the amount of $ 491,272.00:  
  

FROM: 
FUND 5306, PCS RAVENNA-ROOTSTOWN PUMP UPG 
ORGCODE – 53060609 
Debit Expense Account 
Object: 921000 Advance Out  - Returns                  $ 491,272.00 

    
TO: 
FUND 5200, PCS GENERAL ADMINISTRATION,  
ORGCODE – 52004002 
Credit Revenue Account 
Revenue Source: 291000 – Advance In – Repayment  $ 491,272.00  
 
and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the County Auditor is hereby requested to make said cash advance repayment by 

Journal Entry, and that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the County 
Auditor, the Department of Budget and Financial Management and the Water 
Resources Department, and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;              Charles W. Keiper II, Absent;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0460 - RE: TRANSFER FROM FUND 0001 GENERAL FUND TO 
FUND 1481 PROSECUTOR’S STATE GRANT 

 



It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the Portage County Board of Commissioners approved an operating transfer from the 
General Fund  to Fund 1481, Prosecutor’s State Grant (VOCA and  SVAA Grants) in 
appropriation Resolution No. 07-1208, adopted on December 18, 2007, and  

 
WHEREAS, the transfer is to fund General Fund employees that are partially supported by the grants 

and is consistent with prior years; now therefore be it   
 

RESOLVED, that the following transfer of funds be made in the amount of $ 31,279.79: 
 

FROM: 
FUND 0001, COUNTY GENERAL FUND 
ORGCODE - 00100009 
Debit Expense Account   
Object 910000 - TRANSFER OUT      $31,279.79 
 

TO: 
FUND 1481, PROSECUTOR’S STATE GRANT FUND 
ORGCODE - 14813002 
Revenue Account   
Object 280000 - TRANSFER IN        $31,279.79 
Project 7A575 – PORTAGE COUNTY PROS VICTIM ASSIST 
 
and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the County Auditor is hereby requested to make said transfer by Journal Entry, and 

that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the County Auditor, the County 
Prosecutors Office and the Department of Budget and Financial Management, and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote as follows:  
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Absent;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTIONS 
May 20, 2008 
 
1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the May 15, 2008 regular Board Meeting as presented. 
  



2. Approve the Bills as presented by the County Auditor and reviewed by the Internal Auditor./08-0455 
 
3. Approve the Journal Vouchers as presented by the County Auditor./08-0456 
 
4. Approve the Then & Now as presented by the Portage County Auditor./08-0457 
 
5. Approve FY09 Addendum for the 408 Subsidy Grant Agreement between the Board of Commissioners (on 

behalf of Adult Probation) and the State of Ohio for the Community Based Corrections Program also 
known as 408 Non-Residential Misdemeanant./Hold. 

 
6. Amend Resolution No. 07-0932 to accept a FY09 addendum between the Board of Commissioners (on 

behalf of Adult Probation) and the State of Ohio for Community Based Corrections Program, also known 
as 407 Non Residential Felony./Hold. 

 
7. Accept proposal of Mastermind Systems, Inc. and enter into an agreement to perform the 2008 sign 

compliance study on all County highways in Portage County, Ohio./08-0458 
 

*   *   *   *   * 
INVITATIONS/MEETING NOTICES 
May 20, 2008 
 
1. Invitation from Portage Industries Inc. for the 17th Annual Benefit Golf Outing on Tuesday, July 22, 2008, 

Windmill Lakes Golf Club. 
 
*   *   *   *   * 

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE 
DISCUSSION 
May 20, 2008 
 
1. May 13, 2008 correspondence from Douglas Brown of Willis, regarding an update on voluntary insurance 

benefits/Lynn Leslie attending to discuss this issue. Mr. Leslie is working with the Prosecutor for a 
determination as to how to proceed.  

 
2. May 8, 2008 correspondence from Tom Chema, Hiram College, requesting a letter of support on behalf of 

the College for the Mecca Church Project/Bring back on May 22, 2008. 
 
3. Undated correspondence (received May 16, 2008) from Darlene May, regarding 6286 Hill St., Ravenna 

(Twila Scott’s property)/NDS has advised the Board of Commissioners that this is not a county loan. The 
Clerk forwarded the letter to NDS for follow-up/Clerk to contact Ms. May and advise that this is a 
Ravenna Township loan. 

 
4. May 15, 2008 memo from Dave Vaughan, Neighborhood Development Services Inc., regarding Formula 

and RLF/Information only. 
 
5. May 12, 2008 correspondence from Mayor Kevin Poland, City of Ravenna, regarding the VA Bus Shelter, 

which will cost the county $942.50 for the Perrin Concrete Services installation of the concrete pad and 
sidewalk/Mayor advises that Board of Commissioners should wait for a final invoice before paying this 
bill. 



 
*   *   *   *   * 

JOURNAL ENTRIES 
May 20, 2008 
 
1. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to pay the April 30, 2008 Christley, Herington & Pierce 

Statement No. 9523, for professional services rendered for April 1-21, 2008 for the Sheriff’s Department 
2006 negotiations $ 715.50. 

 
2. The Commissioners received the May 13, 2008 Amended Certificate of Estimated Resources for the year 

beginning January 1, 2008 as submitted by the Portage County Budget Commission (cc: Department of 
Budget & Financial Management). 

 
3. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to allow participation in the Class of 2009 Leadership 

Portage County for the Economic Development Director William Ulik at a cost of $ 1,300.00. 
 
4. The Board of Commissioners received the monthly operating expenses and caseload report for the County 

Public Defender’s Office for January 2008 as presented by the County Auditor’s Office. 
 
5. The Board of Commissioners received the Transportation Report for March 2008 as presented by the 

Sheriff’s Department. 
 
6. May 16, 2008 Certificate of the County Auditor that the Total Appropriations from each fund do not 

exceed the Official Estimate Resources for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008 as presented by the 
Portage County Auditor’s Office. 

 
7. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to allow the purchase of one HP Deskjet Office Jet Pro 

L7780 AIO PR Inkjet P/C/S/F from Florida Micro (Quote No. 90039, HP) for $ 300.38 and one Canon 
PowerShot A720 IS digital camera, case and memory card for $ 244.34 from CDW Government Inc. as 
requested by the Economic Development Department. 

 
*   *   *   *   * 

INFORMATION ONLY 
May 20, 2008 
 
1. May 12, 2008 memo from Tom Chema, including items acquired while at a legislative meeting of the 
Council of Port Authorities. 

 
2. May 12, 2008 correspondence from the OSU Extension office, including a copy of the 2007 OSU Extension 
County Highlights for Portage County and “Voices in Advocacy” publication. 

 
3. May 7, 2008 correspondence from the All-American Soap Box Derby, regarding sponsorship opportunities. 
 
4. The Board of Commissioners received the May 16, 2008 Traffic Advisory notice from Ohio Department of 
Transportation. 

 
5. May 14, 2008 correspondence from Eugene Roberts, City of Kent, to NOPEC, regarding energy 
conservation efforts. 



 
6. The Board of Commissioners received the One Way Farm Children’s Shelter newsletter. 
 
7. April 10, 2008 correspondence from Arthur Wallenstein, Department of Correction and Rehabilitation, 
including booklets entitled Life After Lockup and Toolkit for Reentry. 

*   *   *   *   * 

PROSECUTOR’S CORRESPONDENCE 
May 20, 2008 
 
1. May 14, 2008 correspondence from Leigh Prugh to Janet Esposito, County Auditor, regarding Ravenna 
Aluminum/Water Resources Department Director to bring this back to Board of Commissioners. 

 

 *   *   *   *   * 

Journal Entry 
May 20, 2008 

   
Motion by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles to approve the following actions: 

 
1. The Board of Commissioners approved the following activities for submission to the 2008 Community 

Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), Small Cities Formula Allocation Grant Application to the 
Ohio Department of Development, Office of Housing and Community Partnerships: 

 
 

2. The Board of Commissioners authorized payment of the April 30, 2008 Christley, Herington & Pierce 
Statement No. 9523, for professional services rendered for April 1-21, 2008 for the Portage County Sheriff’s 
2006 negotiations in the amount of $715.50. 

 
3. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the May 13, 2008 Amended Certificate of 
Estimated Resources for the year beginning January 1, 2008, as submitted by the Portage County Budget 
Commission (cc: Department of Budget & Financial Management). 

 
4. The Board of Commissioners authorized Portage County Department of Economic Development Director 
William Ulik to participate in the 2009 Leadership Portage County Class of 2009 at a cost of $1,300.00. 

 

Total 2008 CDBG Formula Grant  $341,000 

Administration 51,100 

Fair Housing 7,000 

Slot 1. Portage County Senior Services Center – Phase 2 Relocation Project 100,000 

Slot 2. Coleman Professional Services – Renovation at 463/465 South Chestnut 
Street, Ravenna, Ohio 44266 

59,700 

Slot 3. Habitat for Humanity – Acquire two (2) lots and provide two (2) wells for two 
new homes 

50,000 

Slot 4. Residential Resources for the Developmentally Challenged – Install two heat 
pumps and replace one furnace in the “Lohr Home”, 3877 Alexander Road, Atwater  

13,600 

Slot 5. Townhall II – Renovation to former Roberto House, now Horizon Halfway 
House.  

59,600 

Total $341,000 



5. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the monthly operating expenses and caseload 
report for the County Public Defender’s Office for January 2008, as presented by the County Auditor. 

 
6. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the Transportation Report for March 2008, as 
presented by the Portage County Sheriff. 

 
7. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the May 16, 2008 Certificate of the County 
Auditor that the Total Appropriations from each fund do not exceed the Official Estimate Resources for the 
fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008, as presented by the Portage County Auditor. 

 

8. The Board of Commissioners authorized the purchase of one HP Deskjet Office Jet Pro L7780 AIO PR 
Inkjet P/C/S/F from Florida Micro (Quote No. 90039, HP) for $300.38 and one Canon PowerShot A720 
IS digital camera, case and memory card for $ 244.34 from CDW Government Inc., as requested by the 
Portage County Department of Economic Development. 

 

9. The Board of Commissioners authorized the Portage County Water Resources Department to begin 
negotiations with CT Consultants for professional engineering and architectural services for the design of 
the Operation and Maintenance Garage, Project Nos. PC (07-140), ST-4 (07-141), PC-W (07-142), as 
presented by the Portage County Water Resources Department. 

 
10. The Board of Commissioners accepted the recommendation of Portage County Water Resources 
Department Director Harold Huff and authorized him to work with the Portage County Prosecutor’s Office 
to prepare a settlement agreement for $2,285.00 for Rhonda Mitchell for a sewer back up at her residence 
located at 3882 Lovers Lane, Ravenna. Director Huff to bring back the required resolution and agreement 
for Board of Commissioners’ signatures.  

 

11. The Board of Commissioners agreed to retain Attorney Ron Habowski to represent the Portage County 
Water Resources Department in negotiating their successor collective bargaining agreement, noting that the 
current contract expires on August 31, 2008.  

 

Commissioner Keiper absent, motion carries. 
 

 *   *   *   *   * 
 

We do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of the Portage County Board of 
Commissioners’ meeting on May 20, 2008. There being no further business to come before the Board, it was 
moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles to adjourn the official meeting at 11:00 AM. 
Commissioner Keiper absent, motion carries. 
 

           ABSENT   
Christopher Smeiles, President  Charles W. Keiper II, Vice President 
 
 

Maureen T. Frederick, Board Member  Deborah Mazanec, Clerk 
 

 *   *   *   *    *  
 


