
Thursday, June 12, 2008 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday, June 12, 2008 at 9:40 AM with the 
following members present: 
 
Christopher Smeiles Charles W. Keiper II     Maureen T. Frederick  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick to approve the meeting minutes of 
the June 10, 2008 meeting. All in favor, motion carries 
 

*   *   *   *   * 
Also attending throughout the day: Mike Sever, Record-Courier 
 

*   *   *   *   * 
9:40 AM Board of Commissioners recessed to the SWMD meeting  
10:16 AM Board of Commissioners reconvened 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

INTERNAL SERVICES 
Present: JoAnn Townend 
 

Discussion 
 
Projects 
Help Me Grow House 
JoAnn Townend advised that the bids for the roof replacement of the Help Me Grow House and garage ranged 
from $9,250 - $19,200. The Board of Commissioners agreed to sit down with the Internal Services Director and 
the JFS Director to discuss all the JFS programs, where they are located and current and future needs.  
 

Motor  Pool 
JoAnn Townend advised that the Motor Pool records show $18,000 in charges for the Sheriff’s gasoline costs 
during the month of May. She is working to print the report by user and not just department.  
 
JoAnn Townend noted that the process should require the use of a key fob to track who is accountable for the 
gasoline; she will work with the new Director on a process, which may include a camera on the pumps. The 
Board of Commissioners agreed that JoAnn Townend should talk with Jon Barber about the installation of a 
camera.  
 

Sheriff’s Cost Analysis 
The Board of Commissioners had asked for a cost analysis for Sheriff’s vehicle details. Bob Fink of Maximus 
advised her that he is looking at a target number for use by other entities for other Ohio counties. It could be an 
hourly rate plus fringes, but would be acceptable to capture administrative costs, insurance, vehicle and other 
indirect costs. It would cost Portage County $7,000 to complete the cost analysis/Journal Entry to hire 
Maximus to develop a cost allocation for paid details. 



Commissioner Keiper wondered how many events have been hosted at the Sheriff’s Training Facility and if 
those events offset the cost of the upkeep and maintenance of the facility. JoAnn Townend noted that the 
Prosecutor’s Office drafted an agreement for use for outside entities but she does not recall the Sheriff 
presenting any agreements to the Board of Commissioners for the use of the facility. JoAnn Townend to 
investigate and report to the Board of Commissioners.  

 

Resolutions 
1. Authorize payment of claim on release for Rhonda A. Mitchell/08-535 
2. Accept and award the bid for the Portage County Senior Center Renovation Phase 1/08-536 
3. Enter into an agreement with the Brimfield Township for the 2008 storm water program/08-537 
 
The Board of Commissioners agreed to schedule a meeting with Attorney Denise Smith, County Engineer 
Mickey Marozzi, JoAnn Townend, and Harold Huff to discuss the use of the low bidder versus the use of a 
local bidder that is not the low bid.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

HUMAN RESOURCES  
Present: Lynn Leslie  
 

10:55 AM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, 
seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to consider 

an employment issue. Also present: Human Resources Department Director Lynn Leslie. Roll call vote: 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
11:12 AM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Charles W. Keiper II 
seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the Board of Commissioners moves out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took no action.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

JOB & FAMILY SERVICES 
Present: Anita Herington, Terri Burns 
 

I. Update on ODJFS Fiscal Issues 
Anita Herington reported that the state will not be seeking financial recovery from the 2002 Audit. 
There is still a need for a corrective action plan, which JFS staff is working on. This plan covers 
equipment purchased by ODJFS funds and sold by the county, with the funds not returning to JFS. 
Portage County JFS staff working with JoAnn Townend on this issue.  
 
The 2006 audit is also completed, which had no questionable costs, but which also requires a corrective 
action plan.  
 
Anita Herington noted that her staff deserves credit  for working so closely with the Auditors.   
 

II. CSEA Performance, May 2008  
Child Support continues on track in all four areas. The current support collection is slightly low due to 
the economy.  



 
III. The Director noted that she will be the Goodwill Employee of Distinction Luncheon Keynote Speaker 

on September 5, 2008 at the Ravenna Elks.  
 

IV. The Director presented a listing of Table Sponsors for the Job Fair scheduled for June 17th at 
Maplewood.  
 

V. The Director noted that this is the fifth month with no Food Stamp errors. The QA unit has made a 
difference in the process.  
 

VI. The Director noted that Tim Beckner is the Portage County representative at Leadership Portage 
County this year. He has advised the Portage County is the largest donor to the local food banks. 
 

VII. The Board of Commissioners noted that they will schedule a meeting with Anita Herington and JoAnn 
Townend to discuss the long term plan for the offsite JFS offices.  

 
*    *   *   *   * 

GENERAL SERVICES 
Present: Jim Manion 
 
The Board of Commissioners noted that the County Engineer has investigated the complaint from a Brady 
Lake resident that a tree that requires trimming or taking down is located on county property. The County 
Engineer advised the Board of Commissioners that the trees are in the right-of-way of the unimproved side 
road off Ninth Street. This right-of-way, as with the right-of-way of all streets in the village, is the responsibility 
of the Village of Brady Lake. The Board of Commissioners agreed to send a correspondence to the homeowner 
and copy the Mayor. The Board of Commissioners also agreed to sell the two parcels; forwarded to JoAnn 
Townend to bring back the necessary resolution.  
 

11:35 AM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, 
seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to consider 

a discipline issue. Also present: General Services Director Jim Manion. Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, 
Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
12:25 PM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners moves out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took no action.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
12:25 pm Lunch Recess 
1:10 pm Board of Commissioners reconvened 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

2008 FORMULA GRANT PUBLIC HEARING 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
Convened: 1:10 PM 

 



Present: Maureen T. Frederick, Christopher Smeiles, Charles W. Keiper II, Eileen Stiffler, Deborah Mazanec  
 

I. INTRODUCTION – Eileen Stiffler  
 

II. PURPOSE OF THE HEARING – Eileen Stiffler  
To hear comment on the proposed grant application with the Ohio Department of Development, 
Office of Housing and Community Partnerships for the 2008 CDBG Block Grant. 

 
III. DISCUSSION OF GRANT APPLICATION – Eileen Stiffler  

 
New Construction - Habitat For Humanity 
$50,000 

 
This activity will assist with the construction of two houses by Habitat for Humanity.  Land acquisition will 
allow Habitat for Humanity of Portage County to build two homes and assist with the cost of drilling two 
water wells for LMI households. Lots will be purchased with Formula CDBG funds and local funds will be 
used for the construction of the houses, which are transferred to the LMI partner family. Lots are expected 
to cost approximately $22,000 each leaving approximately $4,000 toward the water wells. Generally 
Habitat partner families are below 60% of the median household income. 

 

Rental Rehabilitation – Residential Resources for the Developmentally Challenged, Inc.  
 $13,600 

 
Residential Resources for the Developmentally Challenged, Inc. (RRDC) is a non-profit organization, 
which was founded with a charitable trust and donations in 2000 to provide services for developmentally 
challenged residents of Portage County where there are no other sources of funds.  

 
Residential Resources has acquired a house which they have rehabbed to provide housing for four 
developmentally challenged individuals.  Currently four women reside in this house with supportive 
services are provided by Independence Inc.  

 
The heating bills in the house are very high and quotes were obtained from three heating and cooling 
contractors who all recommend replacement of one of the two furnaces, removal of the wood burning 
furnace and installation of heat pumps, air filters and associated electrical work.  This activity will provide 
funds for these improvements.  

 
Rental Rehab - Townhall II 
$59,600 

 
This activity will provide rehabilitation of a building owned by Townhall II   in Ravenna Township in 
Portage County.  Townhall II is a non-profit organization, which operates a half way house to provide 
alcohol and drug treatment programs for women.  In 2007 the existing program housed 34 women for 2270 
days.   

 
Townhall II has recently purchased a building for the half way house which needs to be made ADA 
compliant including new entry doors and cement work, and handicapped accessible bathrooms.  Creation 
of a meeting room out of two bedrooms will allow space for group activities, counseling training, etc.  35 
women are expected to benefit from this activity.  



Rental Rehab - Coleman Professional Services 
$59,700 

 
This activity will provide rehabilitation of a 4-unit apartment building, housing 6 persons, owned by 
Coleman Professional Services and located in the City of Ravenna in Portage County.  Coleman is the 
mental health provider in Portage County and provides housing for persons who are mentally ill, 
developmentally disabled or in need of special services to allow them to live independently.      

 
Replacement of the roof, 22 windows, doors, bathroom and kitchen work, plumbing and a new hot water 
heater are needed. The second floor units are accessed through dilapidated, uncovered exterior stairways, 
which are particularly treacherous in the winter. New entrances will be constructed and covered to allow 
safer access in the winter.   

 
The grant amount is $59,700 and Coleman Professional Services will provide funds to repair the concrete 
basement floor, temporary relocation, if needed and any additional funds, which may be needed for the 
project.   

 

Streetsboro - Home Repair Program 
$34,000 

 
This activity will provide home repairs for five LMI households in the City of Streetsboro through a 
combination of low interest or deferred loans and grants.  Each household will be given sixty-five percent 
(65%) of the funds as grants and thirty-five percent (35%) will be a deferred loan to be paid back when the 
property is sold.  The maximum amount will be $5,000 per household. Soft costs up to a maximum of 22% 
of the repair amount will be allowed but not included in the owner’s amount and are in addition to the 
$5,000 repair amount.  Replacement of roofs, electrical system, furnaces, installation of water laterals, etc. 
will benefit 100% LMI households.  

 
Senior Center - Rehab 
$100,000 

 
This activity will provide funding for Phase II of the rehab of a center for Portage County Senior Citizens.  
Approximately 800 unduplicated persons were served by the existing center in 2007.  Programs include 
exercise, bingo, daily lunches, bus trips and guest speakers.  165 persons attend the center monthly.   

 
Phase I work includes a dining room, living room, kitchen, exercise room, office, fire suppression system 
and wall, ceiling and flooring improvements in the hallways and restrooms.  

 
Phase II work will include installing a kitchen including a fire suppression range hood, plumbing code 
compliant sanitizing sinks and an additional office for administration of the center functions, senior 
coordinator, etc.    

 

Administration  
$57,100 

 
Administration and implementation of the grant includes grant preparation, environmental review, project 
management and bidding, preparation of paperwork for payment of the contractors, completion of reports 
and day-to-day oversight of the projects. 



Fair Housing 
$7,000 

 
Fair Housing services include publishing a phone number and providing landlord tenant information, 
taking discrimination complaints, training, posters and brochures for the residents of the county, excluding 
the cities of Kent and Ravenna.  

 
IV. QUESTIONS/SUGGESTIONS  
The Board of Commissioners noted that there was no public present for this hearing. 

 
V. ADJOURNMENT at 1:15 PM 

 
 *   *   *   *   * 
Resolution 08-538 approves the CDBG application 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Present: Bill Ulik 
 

Portage County Economic Development Summit 
Director Ulik meeting with the Board of Commissioners today to discuss the hosting of a one day summit to 
illustrate and highlight Economic Development Programs available for existing businesses and communities in 
Portage County. The Board of Commissioners agreed to move forward with this event on October 2, 2008 at 
NEOUCOM. 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
JoAnn Townend attending to discuss the Department of Economic Development’s renovation of the Riddle 
Block space. Director Townend advised that the money is set aside and Architect Dave Sommers knows that 
he is to move forward with the project. 
 
Resolutions 08-0541 and 0542 authorize agreements with Dave Sommers for the PCDED renovation and the 
bank renovation at the Riddle Block site.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0530 - RE: BILLS APPROVED AND CERTIFIED TO THE 
PORTAGE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT.   

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

RESOLVED,   that the bills were approved and certified to the County Auditor for payment, contingent 
upon the review of the Portage County Internal Auditor or other designee on June 12, 2008 
in the total payment amount of $ 852,208.92 for Funds 0001-8391as set forth in the 
Accounts Payable Warrant Report on file in the office of the Portage County Auditor; and 
be it further 

 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 



this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0531 - RE: WIRE TRANSFER APPROVED AND CERTIFIED TO 
THE PORTAGE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR 
PAYMENT.   

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

RESOLVED,   that the bills were approved and certified to the County Auditor for payment, contingent 
upon the review of the Portage County Internal Auditor or other designee on June 12, 2008 
in the total payment amount as follows: 

    
1. $111,066.61 for Medical Mutual Claims-Fund 7101; and 
2. $735.00 for MHM Resources, Inc for administration fees for Medical Mutual; and  
3. $5,403.37 for MHM Resources, Inc for processing claims for Medical Mutual; and 

 
as set forth in the Accounts Payable Warrant Report on file in the office of the Portage 
County Auditor; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners authorizes the wire transfer for the charges relating to 
health benefits, as presented by the Portage County Auditor’s Office: 
 
Wire Transfer on Friday, June 13, 2008   $ 111,066.61  
Wire Transfer on Friday, June 13, 2008   $        735.00 
Wire Transfer on Friday, June 13, 2008   $    5,403.37  
 
and be it further 
 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0532  - RE: APPROVAL OF JOURNAL VOUCHERS/ENTRIES. 



 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Revised Code requires that warrants be approved by the Board of 

Commissioners prior to their issuance, and  
 
WHEREAS, there are other similar financial transactions defined as journal vouchers/entries that are 

dissimilar in that they are used to pay for charges for services from one county 
department and/or fund to another department and/or fund and thus are processed in 
lieu of issuing a warrant, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Journal Vouchers/Entries are recommended by the County Auditor’s Office for 

review and approval by the Board of Commissioners; now therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves the following Journal  
 Vouchers/Entries as presented by the County Auditor’s Office:   
 

06/10/08 360 $ 784.00 
06/10/08 497 10,000.00 
06/12/08 502 43,028.96 
06/12/08 505 4,806.59 
   
Total  $ 58,619.55 

 
  and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;             Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0533 - RE: ACCEPTANCE OF THEN AND NOW 
CERTIFICATIONS FOR PAYMENT. 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS,  Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.41 (D)(1) authorizes the expenditure of moneys, provided 

a certificate of the County Auditor is supplied stating that there was at the time of the 
making of such contract or order and at the time of the execution of such certificate a 
sufficient sum appropriated for the purpose of such contract and in the treasury or in 



process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free from any previous 
encumbrances (Then and Now Certification), and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Then and Now Certification is recommended by the State Auditor’s Office, the Portage 

County Auditor’s Office, and the Portage County Prosecutor’s Office, and 

 
WHEREAS,  a listing of expenditures, attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by 

reference, has been certified by the County Auditor according to Ohio Revised Code 
section 5705.41 (D)(1); now therefore be it   

 
RESOLVED,   that the expenditures listed herein are properly certified by the County Auditor in the 

amount of $10,989.63 as set forth in Exhibit “A” dated June 12, 2008 shall be paid; and be 
it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice Vote as Follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0534 - RE: ACCEPT CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 AND 
FINAL FOR EASTON LEASING, INC. COVERING 
THE CENTER STREET BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT IN THE VILLAGE OF GARRETTSVILLE, 
PORTAGE COUNTY. 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution 07-0619 accepted and awarded the bid of Easton Leasing, Inc. for furnishing 

all labor, materials and equipment necessary to complete the project known as the 

Center Street Bridge Replacement Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, a contract was entered into with Easton Leasing, Inc. in the total amount of 
$442,176.50, and 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution 07-1107 accepted contract completion date extension to November 27, 2007 
which resulted in Change Order No. 1, and 

 
WHEREAS, modifications to the Center Street Bridge Replacement Project contract and plans were 

required in order to complete the project which resulted in additional costs as well as an 
additional date extension, now therefore be it 

 



RESOLVED, that the Board of Portage County Commissioners does hereby accept Contract Change 
Order No. 2 and Final to the construction contract between Easton Leasing, Inc. and 
Portage County covering the Center Street Bridge Replacement Project, and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that this Contract Change Order, in the amount of $1,848.00, increases the contract 

between Easton Leasing, Inc. and Portage County to $444,024.50 and extends the 
contract completion date to April 28, 2008; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Portage County Commissioners authorizes the execution of said 
Contract Change Order between Easton Leasing, Inc. and Portage County; and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0535  - RE:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIM ON RELEASE 
FOR RHONDA A. MITCHELL 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, Rhonda A. Mitchell is the owners of real property located at 3882 Lovers Lane, 
Ravenna Township, Portage County, Ohio and 

 
WHEREAS, Rhonda A. Mitchell claims sewer-related problems that occurred at the residence located 

at 3882 Lovers Lane, Ravenna Township on February 6, 2008; now therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED,  that the Portage County Board of Commissioners authorizes payment of the claim on 

the release for Rhonda A. Mitchell, 3882 Lovers Lane, Ravenna Township, Ohio 44266, 
in the amount of Two thousand, two hundred eighty-five and 00/100 Dollars 
($2,285.00); and be it further  

 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning end relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were an meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows:  
 



Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0536 - RE:    ACCEPT AND AWARD THE BID FOR THE 
PORTAGE COUNTY SENIOR  CENTER 
RENOVATION PHASE 1 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS,  sealed bids were received, tabulated and recorded on May 28, 2008, from eight (8) 
contractors, and 

 

WHEREAS,   upon review of the bids received, it is the recommendation of the Portage County Director 
of Internal Services that the following bid be accepted as the lowest and best bid received; 

    
    BSC Construction Services LLC 
    P.O. Box 136 
    8490 Kinsman Rd. 
    Novelty  OH   44072 
    Base Bid:   $108,074.00 
    Alternate one:  $   12,675.00 
    Alternate two:  $     3,500.00 
    Total:  $124,249.00 
 
             now therefore be it 
 

RESOLVED,  that the Board of County Commissioners does hereby award the bid for the Portage County 
Senior Center Renovation Phase 1 as listed above meeting all specifications as required; 
and be it further 

 
RESOLVED,  that the funding for this project is provided by CDBG and General Fund dollars; and be it 

further 
 

RESOLVED,  that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in a meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;                     Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;                Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0537 - RE: ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, THE PORTAGE 
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 



AND THE BRIMFIELD TOWNSHIP. 
 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, mandated by Congress under the Clean Water Act, the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Storm Water Program is a comprehensive two-phased 
national program for addressing the non-agricultural sources of storm water discharges 
that adversely affect the quality of our nation's waters. The Program uses the NPDES 
permitting mechanism to require the implementation of controls designed to prevent 
harmful pollutants from being washed by storm water runoff into local water bodies. The 
Phase II Final Rule, published in the Federal Register on December 8, 1999, requires 
NPDES permit coverage for storm water discharges from certain regulated small 
municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) and construction activity disturbing 
between 1 and 5 acres of land; and  

 
WHEREAS,  the Board of Commissioners has identified the Portage Soil and Water Conservation 

District as the lead agency for the Portage County NPDES Phase II program. The 
Commissioners invited other county municipalities to join the Portage County NPDES 
Phase II program as co-permittees; now therefore be it.  

 
RESOLVED,   that, recognizing the need for a close working relationship in carrying out the 

responsibilities of the Phase II program for which each is charged, BRIMFIELD 
Township, the Portage Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Board of 
Commissioners agree to enter into an Agreement as the foundation for an enduring 
cooperative relationship. Such cooperation allows for joint effort in the solution of 
problems relating to storm water management, land use planning and the development 
of the soil and water resources in BRIMFIELD Township; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED,  that the Board of Commissioners agrees to sign the required agreement effective for a 
period of one year ending February 28, 2009; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 
Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Vote was as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;                Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0538 - RE: AUTHORIZING FILING AN APPLICATION WITH 
THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT, 
OFFICE OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE 2008 CDBG SMALL 
CITIES FORMULA ALLOCATION FUNDS 



 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, Portage County is permitted to apply for 2008 Formula Allocation monies in the amount 
of $381,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, Portage County desires to utilize these monies for projects including: New construction, 
private rental rehab, rehab of County Senior Center, fair housing services and eligible 
administration and implementation to serve low and moderate income households; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Portage County Commissioners authorize the filing of the 2008 CDBG 
Small Cities Formula Allocation in the amount of $381,000, which includes an 
allocation of $40,000 for the City of Streetsboro to be administered by the Portage 
County Regional Planning Commission; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 

RESOLVED, Portage County agrees to comply with all State and Federal Regulations and Guidelines 
in the administration and implementation of these funds and designates the President of 
the Portage County Board of Commissioners as Chief Elected Official to sign all 
necessary documents in connection with this grant; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting 
of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions 
were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 
of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows: 
 
Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;                  Christopher Smeiles, Yea;            Charles W. Keiper, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0539 - RE: AGREE TO ENTER INTO AN ALLOWABLE COST 
AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES FUNDED BY AREA 
AGENCY ON AGING, 10B, INC. FOR PORTAGE 
COUNTY SENIOR CENTER. (FARMER’S MARKET) 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the Area Agency on Aging, 10B, Inc. (Agency) is authorized by the Ohio Department of 
Aging to receive and disburse Agency Funds and to monitor the expenditure of such funds 
to assist in the provision of social services to persons aged 60 or older; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Portage County Board of Commissioners is qualified to assist in meeting the human 

service and social needs of persons aged 60 or older in order to promote independent 
living and thereby reduce unnecessary institutionalization; and 



 

WHEREAS,  the Portage County Board of Commissioners is required to deliver services purchased 
with Agency Funds and such other funds as described in Section II of this Agreement 
throughout the entire term of this Agreement; now therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED,  that the Board of Portage County Commissioners does hereby agree to enter into  
an agreement by and between the Board of Commissioners and the Area Agency on 
Aging, 10B, Inc. for an Allowable Cost Agreement for Title III/SBG Services to provide 
the Senior Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP) for a term commencing May 
15, 2008 through November 30, 2008 in the total grant amount of Fourteen thousand 
eight hundred ninety-seven and 00/100 dollars ($14,897) contingent upon the Agency’s 
receipt of said Agency  Funds from the Ohio Department of Aging and subject to the 
terms and conditions as stated herein; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that on its behalf, the Board of Commissioners does hereby authorize Christopher 

Smeiles, President, to sign the Agreement; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED,  that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;          Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 08-0540 - RE: ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH WELLNESS 
SOLUTIONS FOR EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM (EAP) SERVICES 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS,  the Portage County Board of Commissioners is desirous of continuing an Employee 

Assistance Program (EAP) to provide confidential professional counseling and guidance 
services for personal and work-related problems for County employees and their families; 
and 

 
WHEREAS,  Wellness Solutions is both qualified and interested in providing said employee assistance 

services; now therefore be it 
 

RESOLVED,  that the Portage County Commissioners agree to enter into an agreement, with Coleman 
Wellness Solutions, 5982 Rhodes Road, Kent, Ohio, 44240, to provide Employee 
Assistance Program Services for all permanent full-time and permanent part-time County 
employees for a one-year period commencing July 1, 2008 and ending June 30, 2009, at a 
cost of $23.60 per employee per year beginning July 1, 2008; and be it further 



 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote was as follows: 
 
Christopher Smeiles, Yea;             Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;           Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;      
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No.08-0541 - RE:   ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND DAVID L. 
SOMMERS AIA, FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 
FOR THE DESIGN & REMODELING OF THE 
EXISTING SPACE IN 217 and 219 S. CHESTNUT 
STREET, RAVENNA, OHIO 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS,  the Portage County Board of Commissioners desires to contract with an Architect for 
services for the design and remodeling of the existing space in 217 and 219 S. Chestnut St., 
Ravenna  Ohio; and 

 
WHEREAS,  David L. Sommers AIA is experienced and professionally capable to perform these 

services; now therefore be it 
 

RESOLVED,  that the Board of Portage County Commissioners does hereby agree to enter into an 
Agreement between the Board and David L. Sommers, AIA, 136 North Water St., Kent, 
OH 44266 to provide services as stipulated in this Agreement at the rate not to exceed 
Nineteen thousand eight hundred seventy-five  & 00/100 dollars ($19,875.00); and be it 
further 

 

RESOLVED,  that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote was as follows: 
 
Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;                 Christopher Smeiles, Yea;              Charles W. Keiper, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No.08-0542 - RE:   ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND DAVID L. 



SOMMERS AIA, FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 
FOR THE DESIGN OF FIVE RENTAL OFFICES IN 
THE BUILDING KNOWN AS RIDDLE BLOCK 1 AT 
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF MAIN AND 
CHESTNUT STREETS, RAVENNA, OHIO 

 
It was moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

WHEREAS,  the Portage County Board of Commissioners desires to contract with an Architect for 
services for the design of five rental offices in the building known as Riddle Block 1 at the 
southeast corner of Main and Chestnut Streets in Ravenna Ohio; and 

 
WHEREAS,  David L. Sommers AIA is experienced and professionally capable to perform these 

services; now therefore be it  
 

RESOLVED,  that the Board of Portage County Commissioners does hereby agree to enter into an 
Agreement between the Board and David L. Sommers, AIA, 136 North Water St., Kent, 
OH 44266 to provide services as stipulated in this Agreement at the rate not to exceed Ten 
thousand nine hundred  & 00/100 dollars ($10,900.00); and be it further 

 

RESOLVED,  that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions were 
in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Voice vote was as follows: 
 
Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;                  Christopher Smeiles, Yea;               Charles W. Keiper, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTIONS 
June 12, 2008 
 

1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the June 10, 2008 regular Board Meeting as presented. 
  
2. Approve the Bills as presented by the County Auditor and reviewed by the Internal Auditor./08-530 
 

3. Approve the wire transfer as presented by the County Auditor./08-531 
 

4. Approve the Journal Vouchers as presented by the County Auditor./08-532 
 

5. Approve the Then & Now as presented by the Portage County Auditor./08-533 
 

6. Accept contract change order no. 2 and final for Easton Leasing Inc. covering the Center Street Bridge 
Replacement Project in the Village of Garrettsville, Portage County./08-534 



*   *   *   *  * 

INVITATIONS/MEETING NOTICES 
June 12, 2008  
 
1. The Board of Commissioners received the June 9, 2008 e-mail from the Streetsboro Chamber of Commerce 

regarding upcoming events. 
 
2. The Board of Commissioners received the June 9, 2008 e-mail from the Aurora Chamber of Commerce 

regarding upcoming events. 
 
3. Invitation from Kent State University to celebrate the career of Dr. Melinda Holmes from the Center of 

Public Administration and Public Policy on Wednesday, June 18, 2008, 5:00-7:30 PM, KSU Student 
Center Ballroom. 

 
4. Invitation from the Rootstown Water Company for the dedication and open house on Friday, June 20, 

2008, 1:00 PM, 4973 S. Prospect St., Rootstown. 
 
5. Invitation from the Streetsboro Area Chamber of Commerce for a groundbreaking ceremony for Frankie & 

Dylan’s of Streetsboro on Monday, June 16, 2008, 11:00 AM, 10360 SR 43, Streetsboro. 
 
*   *   *   *  * 

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE 
DISCUSSION 
June 12, 2008 

 
1. June 3, 2008 correspondence from Richard Cordray, Ohio Treasurer of State, regarding proposed rules that 

would ban detrimental practices associated with credit card account. Comment period open until Monday, 
August 4, 2008/Information only 

 
2. June 5, 2008 correspondence from Robert Fankhauser, Adult Probation, regarding the second floor offices 

at Riddle Block One/The Board of Commissioners agreed that JoAnn Townend should contact Mr. 
Fankhauser to move this project forward.  

 
3. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to authorize the Water Resources Department to contact, 

schedule and interview four firms for Project Engineering and surveying services for the Ravenna Training 
and Logistics Site (RTLS) potable water system and facilities, Project No. Portage County-W (08-120) and 
Ravenna Training and Logistics Site (RTLS) sanitary sewer system and facilities, Project No. PC (08-130) 
as requested by the Water Resources Department/HOLD and bring back. 

 
4. June 5, 2008 e-mail from Anita Herington, Job and Family Services regarding WIB 

vacancies/Commissioner Smeiles contacted Randall Bates, who is interested in serving on this Board. 
Bring back.  

 
5. June 9, 2008 correspondence from the residents of Tower 43, regarding the 2008 Farmers’ Market 

Program/The Board of Commissioners agreed that Sally Kelly should respond to this letter. 
 



6. June 7, 2008 correspondence from Mayor Craig Moser, Village of Garrettsville, regarding financial support 
for the Animal Protective League (APL)/Clerk to draft a response for Board of Commissioners 
consideration. 

 

*   *   *   *  * 

JOURNAL ENTRIES 
June 12, 2008 
 
1. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the Monthly Portfolio Report for May 2008, as 

presented by the Portage County Treasurer. 
 

2. May 30, 2008 Notice from Ohio Division of Liquor Control of a request for a new liquor license for the 
Ricos of Brimfield Inc., dba Ricos, 1332 Tallmadge Rd. & Patio, Brimfield Township, Kent, Ohio. Does 
Board of Commissioners wish to request a hearing? The Brimfield Township Trustees have no objections 
and are not requesting a hearing. Board authorization requested to have the Clerk to sign and return the 
notice. 

 

3. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the June 6, 2008 notice from the Portage County 
Board of Elections, indicating that the Board of Elections will be open to the public in preparation for the 
Special Election on August 5, 2008 as follows/Forward to the Director of Security and Director of 
Maintenance: 
 

Saturday, August 2, 2008  8:00 AM-Noon 
 Tuesday, August 5, 2008 5:30 AM-Approximately 9:00 PM  
 

4. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to have Commissioner Smeiles sign the 2007-2008 Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) Financial Statement for statement period August 2007-June 2008, as 
presented by the Portage County Sheriff’s Department. 
 

*   *   *   *  * 

REFERRED 
June 12, 2008 
 
1. The Board of Commissioners received the Owner/Tenant Statement of balance due for water usage at 

County owned properties for June 2008, as presented by the City of Ravenna./Referred to Internal 
Services. 

 

2. June 3, 2008 correspondence from Michael Hiler, Ohio Department of Development, regarding grant close 
out for B-F-04-062-1./Referred to Internal Auditor, Grants Coordinator, and Regional Planning 
Commission. 

 

3. June 1, 2008 correspondence from Keith Schroeder, The Distillata Company, regarding billing cycle one 
month in advance./Referred to Internal Services. 

 
*   *   *   *  * 

Please Add To The Agenda 
June 12, 2008 
 

1. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to have Commissioner Smeiles sign the Ohio Public 
Works Commission Disbursement Request No. 1 for Project No. CG03J/CG04J-Wastewater 



Improvements RD20 for $ 386,487.88, as requested by the Department of Budget and Financial 
Management. 

 

2. Agree to enter into an allowable cost agreement for services funded by Area Agency on Aging, 10B, Inc. for 
Portage County Senior Center (Farmer’s Market Program)./Documents reviewed by Carol Kurtz, Internal 
Auditor and Dan Banks, Grants Administrator noting the form appears to be proper and appropriately 
authorized/08-0539  

 

3. Invitation from Senator Tom Sawyer to an open discussion of regional economic development on Friday, 
June 13, 2008, 2:00 PM, Canal Place Cafeteria, Akron. 

 

*   *   *   *  * 

INFORMATION ONLY 
June 12, 2008 
 

1. June 9, 2008 e-mail from Leigh Herington, NOPEC, regarding his participation on a call-in program 
Wednesday, July 9, 2008. 

 

2. June 2, 2008 correspondence from Tarara Harrison, Ohio Department of Health, regarding the maximum 
financial liability for Children with Medical Handicaps for Calendar Year 2009/Forward to the 
Department of Budget & Finance and JFS Director for their files and information. 

 

3. The Board of Commissioners received the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Western Reserve investment 
opportunities request. 

 

4. The Board of Commissioners received Bulletin 2008-006, dated June 2, 2008, regarding strict liability of 
the County Auditor, as presented by the Auditor of State Mary Taylor. 

 

5. The Board of Commissioners received the Portage County Historical Society newsletter dated June 5, 
2008. 

 

6. The Board of Commissioners received The Plus Report newsletter as presented by Cleveland+. 
 

7. The Board of Commissioners received the AMATS Quarterly newsletter for 2nd Quarter 2008. 
 

8. June 10, 2008 fax from Leigh Herington, NOPEC, regarding natural gas prices. 
 

*   *   *   *   * 

PROSECUTOR’S CORRESPONDENCE 
June 12, 2008 
 

1. June 5, 2008 correspondence from Tommie Marsilio, regarding Countywide 911 Dispatch/Attorney 
Marsilio notes that the Sheriff shall operate the Countywide 911 System/Clerk to draft a letter to the Sheriff 
for Board of Commissioners review. 

 

2. June 10, 2008 correspondence from Denise Smith, regarding the 408 Grant Agreement Addendum 
letter./Referred to Grants Administrator. 

 

 *   *   *   *   * 

Journal Entry 
June 12, 2008 

   
Motion by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick to approve the following actions: 



 
1. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the Monthly Portfolio Report for May 2008, as 

presented by the Portage County Treasurer. 
 

2. In response to the May 30, 2008 Notice from Ohio Division of Liquor Control of a request for a new liquor 
license for the Ricos of Brimfield Inc., dba Ricos, 1332 Tallmadge Rd. & Patio, Brimfield Township, Kent, 
Ohio, the Board of Commissioners agreed not to request a hearing, noting that the Brimfield Township 
Trustees have no objections and are not requesting a hearing. The Board further authorized the Clerk to 
sign and return the notice. 

 

3. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the June 6, 2008 notice from the Portage County 
Board of Elections, indicating that the Board of Elections will be open to the public in preparation for the 
Special Election on August 5, 2008 as follows: 

 

Saturday, August 2, 2008  8:00 AM-Noon 
   Tuesday, August 5, 2008 5:30 AM-Approximately 9:00 PM  
 
4. The Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Smeiles to sign the 2007-2008 Drug Abuse 

Resistance Education (DARE) Financial Statement for statement period August 2007-June 2008, as 
presented by the Portage County Sheriff. Internal Auditor Carol Kurtz reviewed the statement noting that 
the final report appears to be appropriate and authorized. Grants Administrator Dan Banks reviewed the 
documents noting that the financial statement is consistent with the requirements of grant.  

 

5. The Board of Commissioners accepted the recommendation of Steven Eva, Administrator of The 
Woodlands at Robinson, and authorized an increase to $69,100 per year for Director of Nursing Debbie 
Bouslough.  

 

6. After meeting today with Internal Services Director JoAnn Townend, the Board of Commissioners agreed 
to hire Maximus at a cost of $7,000 to develop a cost allocation for the Sheriff’s paid details. 

 

7. The Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Smeiles to sign the Ohio Public Works 
Commission Disbursement Request No. 1 for Project No. CG03J/CG04J-Wastewater Improvements 
RD20 for $ 386,487.88, as presented by the Department of Budget and Financial Management. 
 

All in favor, motion carries.  
 

 *   *   *   *   * 
We do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of the Portage County Board of 

Commissioners’ meeting on June 12, 2008. There being no further business to come before the Board, it was 
moved by Charles W. Keiper II, seconded by Maureen T. Frederick to adjourn the official meeting at 2:20 PM. 
All in favor, motion carries. 
 

              
Christopher Smeiles, President  Charles W. Keiper II, Vice President 
 
 
 

Maureen T. Frederick, Board Member  Deborah Mazanec, Clerk 
 
 *   *   *   *    *  


