
Tuesday, August 10, 2010 
 
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, August 10, 2010 at 9:20 AM with 
the following members present: 
 
Charles W. Keiper II     Maureen T. Frederick      Christopher Smeiles   
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles to approve the meeting minutes 
of the August 5, 2010 meeting. All in favor, motion carries 
 
 *   *   *   *  * 
Also attending throughout the day: Mike Sever, Record-Courier; Executive Assistant Charlene Badger  
  
 *   *   *   *  * 
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET & FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT  
Present: Audrey Tillis 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
1. Resolution Authorizing the Necessary Property Tax Levies and Certifying them to the County Auditor at 

Rates Estimated by the County Auditor and Approved by the County Budget Commission ORC 5705.34 
For Fiscal 2011 /10-0727 

 
2. Declaring the Official Intent and Reasonable Expectation of the Portage County Commissioners on 

Behalf of the State of Ohio to Reimburse the Portage County Wastewater Improvements (RD24) 
Construction Funds for the Portage County Wastewater Improvements (RD24) Project (CG12N) with 
the Proceeds of the Tax Exempt Debt of the State of Ohio./10-0728 

 
OTHER 
3. Journal entry approval(s): 

a. Processing Local Match – Emergency Management Performance Grant 
b. Processing Payment of Invoice for Prosecutor’s Grants 
c. Indirect Cost Allocation – Public Defender 

 
UPDATES 
4. BOC Pending Requests 

a. The Director will move forward to transfer $500 from the Maintenance Budget from the 
savings on the cleaning contract at the Jail to the Sheriff’s Budget to address the Sheriff’s 
need for counter space for Road Deputies. The Board noted that the $500 will be used to 
purchase the supplies needed including plywood, Formica, supports, etc and the Sheriff’s on-
site maintenance staff will build the counters/Journal Entry.  

b. Denise Smith is reviewing the Resolution of Necessity of the Health Benefits transfer.  



c. The Director discussed the question of whether or not the Board should convert the county’s 
2009 bond to a note. Commissioner Keiper stated that he would prefer to go with a bond; 
Commissioner Frederick would prefer to go with notes; Commissioner Smeiles agreed with 
Commissioner Keiper since the interest rate is low. Audrey Tillis to contact the County Auditor 
to determine if she has recommendations for inclusion and schedule a phone call to Attorney  
Mike Sharb.    

 
*   *   *   *  * 

THE WOODLANDS AT ROBINSON 
Present: Barb Fleischmann, Mike Coury, Karen U’Halie  
 
The Nursing Home Administrator noted that the census today is at 78 and continues to go up.  Ms. 
Fleishman has met with home health care and hospice agencies and intends to broaden the use of those 
agencies. She is also attending regional meetings to keep in the loop and network, noting that Director of 
Admissions at The Woodlands Jeanette Messino has not attended since last year even thought that duty is 
included in her job description. Ms. Fleishman has travelled to Garrettsville and Hiram dropping off facility 
brochures noting again that Jeanette Messino has not contacted the agencies in that area yet. 
Commissioner Frederick wondered if the Administrator could take Ms. Messino with her as she travels 
throughout the county. Ms. Fleishman responded that the Admissions Director should be doing the 
marketing, not the Administrator. 
 
The Administrator has met with the Dean of Nursing at Hiram College to discuss possible partnering, the 
Director of Case Management at Robinson Memorial Hospital and will meet with the DON at Robinson 
Memorial Hospital later this month. 
 
Picnics continue as a great event, the next plan is for a monthly dinner. The Nursing Home Administrator’s 
Teas are going very well with the residents. The King and Queen of the facility will be attending the 
Randolph Fair. 
 

*   *   * 
9:53 AM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to 
consider a discipline issue. Also present: Nursing Home Administrator Barb Fleischmann, Mike Coury, and 
Human Resources Department Director Karen U’Halie. Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. 
Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
10:10 AM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took action by Journal Entry. 
 
 *   *   *   *  * 
 



PROSECUTOR  
Present: Denise Smith 
 
Review of Prosecutor’s Pending List 

1. Elected Officials' Salary Reductions  
Attorney Smith has contacted Audrey Tillis and advised that elected officials that want to take a 
salary reduction may do so on a year-to-year basis, not for the entire term. She recommended that 
the Board of Commissioners get something in writing from that elected official. Commissioner 
Smeiles suggested that if the elected official is worried about the PERS that official might elect to 
receive the allowable salary but make a donation to the General Fund.  

2. David Brode has written to Dominion regarding the replacement of Ravenna HP Pipeline PIR 035 
under the Freedom Secondary Rail Line. There is no Board of Commissioners’ action required. 

 
Commissioner Smeiles noted that the Human Resources Department Director advised the Board of 
Commissioners that the Ohio Revised Code does not allow the Commissioners to reduce their employees 
work week to 36 hours. Denise Smith agreed noting that neither the work hours nor wages may be 
reduced for classified employees. She agreed that most of the court and Prosecutor employees are 
unclassified, although the Judges and the Prosecutor would determine if they were to reduce the work 
week or wages. Commissioner Smeiles added that the Board of Commissioners may be forced to lay off 
employees rather than reduce the work week.  
 

*   *   * 
10:26 AM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to 
consider a discipline issue. Also present: Nursing Home Administrator Barb Fleischmann, Mike Coury, and 
Human Resources Department Director Karen U’Halie. Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. 
Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
10:45 AM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took no action. 
 
 *   *   *   *  * 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION  
Present: Todd Peetz 
 
Mr. Peetz reviewed the agendas for the August 11th Regional Planning Commission meetings noting that 
the guest speaker will be Jason Segedy, Director of AMATS. Mr. Segedy will talk about Connecting 
Communities. Suffield Township Trustee Dave Polen will also talk about the Congress Lake Club variance, 
in particular road maintenance issues.  
 



The Commission will discuss the proposed $80 fee for Preliminary Plan Extensions, which takes staff about 
two hours to prepare.  
 
Staff received three applications for subdivision review creating three lots.  
 
Mr. Peetz is completing a HUD Community Challenge Grant for comprehensive planning for Board of 
Commissioners approval next week before the August 23, 2010 deadline for submittal. He has approached 
AMATS to determine availability of the 20% in matching funds for the grant. Leadership Portage County 
may also provide some in-kind services for the local match.  
 
Mr. Peetz is working with the cities to determine their interest in joining the Regional Planning 
Commission.  
 
Mr. Peetz invited the Board of Commissioners to the Leadership Portage County Forum and Dinner for a 
discussion of the Regional County-Wide Vision and Economic Development Plan on October 5th at the new 
Ravenna High School.  
 
Mr. Peetz noted that he intends to contact the Townships to see if any are ready to move forward with 
their plan updates after receiving their refund from the Real Estate Assessment fund.  
 
Shalersville Township 
Staff met with Shalersville Township officials to finalize the text of the proposed amendment to the 
Township’s Comprehensive Plan regarding  Agricultural Use in the R-1 Zoning District; Definition of Lot 
Area. The Township is planning a September public hearing.  
 
A recent survey was taken so that residents could have input into amenities they would like in the 
Township with 40 residents participating. 
 
Roof Replacement  
Mr. Peetz has been working with Attorney Dave Brode of the Prosecutor’s Office and has worked out a 
solution. The RFP will be issued but not awarded until the bond money, about $40,000, comes back. The 
project should cost about $10,000.  
 
 *   *   *   *  * 
WATER RESOURCES  
Present: Acting Director Jeff Lonzrick 
 

1. RESOLUTION  - Resolution to reject all bids and approving the plans,  
specifications and estimate of cost, and setting the date and time for acceptance of rebids for 
Project No. FR-2 (10-020), Twin Lakes Blower Building Roof Replacement, in the Portage County 
Regional Sewer District, Franklin Township. 

 
Commissioner Smeiles stated that he would like to accept the second low bid from Miller Garage 
Door and wondered if there is any reason to reject all the bids? Mr. Lonzrick responded that 



Director JoAnn Townend advised him that the irregularities in the low bid make it rejectable. He 
added that each of the bids had irregularities in that the second, third, fourth and fifth bidders did 
not include the cash allowance of 5% for each bid as a contingency, which will be returned to the 
bidder when the project is completed. The low bidder added the 5% into his bid, making it the only 
truly responsive bid. Commissioner Smeiles pointed out that the low bid made a pen and ink change 
to the bid documents before submitting the bid. He suggested that staff contact the second low 
bidder and advise that the bid is accepted without the 5% contingency placing the risk onto the 
contractor. Commissioner Frederick asked how that would be accomplished noting that she would 
prefer to use a local company, as well. Commissioner Keiper would prefer to use the local bidder 
but that would mean not awarding to the only responsive bidder. Staff believes it to be cleaner to 
reject all bids and rebid immediately. Mr. Lonzrick added that there is no question that the low bid 
was “a mess”.  

 
Commissioner Smeiles wondered what the other bidders explanation would be of all four missing 
the 5% contingency. Mr. Lonzrick responded that many contractors do not read the entire bid specs. 
Commissioner Smeiles would prefer to award to the second bidder, Commissioner Frederick would 
like to reject all bids and rebid. Commissioner Keiper agreed to reject all bids.  

 
Motion by Commissioner Frederick, seconded by Commissioner Keiper to reject  all bids and 
approving the plans, specifications and estimate of cost, and setting the date and time for 
acceptance of rebids for Project No. FR-2 (10-020), Twin Lakes Blower Building Roof Replacement, 
in the Portage County Regional Sewer District, Franklin Township.  Commissioner Smeiles 
recommended that the vote be tabled until staff could contact the second, third, fourth and fifth 
bidders about the non-inclusion of the 5% cash contingency.  Commissioners Frederick and Keiper 
did not agree/10-0726 

 
2. SIGNATURE -    Certification Under Section 1511 of the American Recovery 

Reinvestment Act” for Aurora Meadows Sanitary Sewer Improvements for the USDA grant and 
loan./Journal Entry   

 
3. BOC APPROVAL Partner with Parks District for Possible Canoe Launch at  

Red Fox Wastewater Treatment Plant/Journal Entry  
 
4. The Board of Commissioners asked Mr. Lonzrick to investigate an issue with a sewer backup in 

Randolph Township as reported to Commissioner Frederick on July 29, 2010. Mr. Lonzrick will check 
into this matter and get back to the Board of Commissioners with an update.   

 
I*   *   * 

11:24 AM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to 
consider a discipline issue. Also present: Acting Director Jeff Lonzrick.  Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, 
Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 



11:30 AM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners moves out of executive session. Roll 
call vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting executive session, the Board took action by Journal Entry. 

 
*   *   *   *  * 

11:30 AM Lunch Recess 
1:05 PM Board of Commissioners Reconvened  

 
*   *   *   *  * 

DBFM WORK SESSION  
Present: Audrey Tillis, Karen U'Halie 
 
1:10 PM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to 
consider staffing and employment issues. Also present: Human Resources Department Director Karen 
U’Halie and Department of Budget & Finance Director Audrey Tillis.   Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, 
Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
1:15 PM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took no action.  
 

*   *   *   *  * 
ATTORNEY MIKE SHARB, SQUIRE SANDERS 
Present: Audrey Tillis, Karen U'Halie, County Auditor Janet Esposito and Rebecca Ritterbeck 
 
The Board of Commissioners contacted Squire Sanders Attorney Mike Sharb regarding a borrowing issue. 
After discussion, the Board of Commissioners agreed to move forward with a bond issue for projects that 
are completed or will be completed and notes for projects that are in process. Audrey Tillis will bring back 
the proposal from Mike Sudsina to move the project forward.  
 

*   *   *   *  * 
1:45 PM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to 
consider staffing and employment issues. Also present: Human Resources Department Director Karen 
U’Halie and Department of Budget & Finance Director Audrey Tillis.   Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, 
Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 



2:00 PM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took no action.  
 

*   *   *   *  * 
C & S COMPANIES and AIRPORT REPRESENTATIVE 
Present: Matt Wenham of C&S Companies and Airport Board President John Trew 
 
Airport Consulting Agreement Discussion 
Commissioner Smeiles noted that C&S has submitted the Airport Business and Strategic Implementation 
Plan and believes that they are in the home stretch. Mr. Trew responded that the Airport disagrees, noting 
that there was little or no contact between the parties while a C&S employee was out of office. Mr. 
Wenham replied that the company has performed about $80,000 in work on the plan so far. Mr. Trew 
responded that he does not believe that there has been $80,000 worth of work performed and added that 
the Airport Board does not want to accept the final product at this time. However, he is willing to work 
with C&S to finalize the plan. 
 
Mr. Wenham stated that he believes that C&S has achieved the scope of the contract, took feedback from 
the Airport Board and worked to accomplish specific and thoughtful direction in the business plan. C&S 
can substantiate hourly rates and work accomplished noting that they have more than exceeded the 
number of required meetings; the public outreach has yet to be accomplished. C&S believed that most 
issues were resolved at the last meeting with Airport Board members in April 2010. C&S cannot move 
forward to complete the project without some compensation.  
 
Commissioner Keiper noted that the minutes of the April 14, 2010 meeting reflect positive discussion and 
the answering of questions by C&S. Mr. Trew noted that C&S handed out the user fees at the April 
meeting; Mr. Wenham responded that the user fees were restructured for the April meeting but were 
originally given to the Airport members Tim Hartong and Dean Hugebeck in February 2010. Mr. Wenham 
added that C&S is ready for the two additional meetings and the public outreach/open house portion for 
the public to allow the review of the long-term capital plan. 
 
Commissioner Keiper noted that the Airport owes C&S some compensation for work performed. He 
reminded the group that both Dr. Pryce and Shirley Shuster sat in on the interviews with selected 
companies to make a decision as to which company to hire. At the last moment, the Prosecutor advised 
the Board of Commissioners that they did not have the authority to enter into an agreement with the 
chosen company and the Board of Commissioners sent a January 6, 2009 correspondence to then 
President Michael Pryce including a copy of the Prosecutor’s letter. The Commissioners agreed to grant 
the Airport about $90,000 to allow the hire of C&S Companies to provide an Airport Business and Strategic 
Implementation Plan.  
 



Commissioner Smeiles noted that he understands the frustration of C&S and the Airport with the constant 
changeover in leadership. Mr. Wenham responded that C&S has overcome the issues they had with their 
staffing and is ready to complete the project. 
 
Commissioner Frederick asked if there was a disconnect due to the change in leadership on the Board and 
wondered if there was other C&S staff available when staff was unable to continue. Mr. Wenham 
responded that the assigned employee has returned and that the illness issue may have delayed C&S but 
they have overcome that obstacle.  
 
Commissioner Keiper stated that C&S has now invoiced the Airport $74,000 and received zero since that 
first invoice. He noted that the Board of Commissioners has release $12,500 to the Airport as requested. He 
suggested that the Airport release that $12,500 as quickly as possible and send a written request for the 
remaining invoiced amount of $64,000 to bring the payment up to date with what has been billed.  
 
Mr. Wenham stated that the other issue that is not in their control is the opinion of the recommendations. 
The information that the Airport Board needs is included in the plan. The Airport Board will not achieve 
absolute consensus on the advice received; whether the Airport Board agrees with the advice is the 
Board’s decision. Mr. Trew disagreed noting that the historical and analytical data is not the framework 
that he needs to move the plan forward with the Airport Board. How can we increase our revenues? What 
can we use as a stepping stone to move forward?  
 
Commissioner Frederick wondered how the plan can be sold to the public if the Airport Board does not 
embrace the plan. Mr. Trew responded that he plans to pay C&S and get them paid up to date. He also 
suggested that the Airport Board needs a work session to work through the plan. He suggested that the 
Airport Board use one of the remaining meetings (the one with the FAA) for C&S to show the Airport 
Board how to use the report. It was agreed that the Airport would exchange the FAA meeting for a work 
session with the Airport Board.  Mr. Wenham responded that the FAA has told C&S that they want the 
entire Airport Board to be on the same page with the Board of Commissioners; “in lock step” according to 
the FAA: Go for the expansion, do the maintenance and do the land acquisition  and development. 
 
Commissioner Frederick noted that the last time she talked to Mr. Trew, the priority was to increase the 
Airport revenue. The Airport Board was looking to the C&S plan for how to increase the airport revenues. 
Mr. Wenham responded that the plan can be reformulated if that is the way the Airport Board wants to 
move, although this is completely different from the original direction. Mr. Trew wants to get the Airport 
self-sufficient and then determine how to increase revenues.  
 
The Board of Commissioners asked Mr. Trew to work with Mr. Wenham to resolve this issue.  
 
 *   *   *   *  * 
THE WOODLANDS AT ROBINSON 
Present: Nursing Home Administrator Barb Fleishman, Allison Box, Mike Coury; Union Representative  Lou 
Maholic and Nancy Bayless 



 

2:50 PM In accordance with the Ohio Rev. Code Ann. (121.22(G)(1), it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move into executive session to discuss 
The Woodlands at bargaining issues. Also present: Nursing Home Administrator Barb Fleishman, Allison 
Box and Mike Coury; Human Resources Department Director Karen U'Halie; Union Representative  Lou 
Maholic and Nancy Bayless. Roll call vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea; Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. 
Frederick, Yea. 
 
3:10 PM Upon conclusion of the above referenced discussion, it was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, 
seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the Board of Commissioners move out of executive session. Roll call 
vote: Christopher Smeiles, Yea, Charles W. Keiper II, Yea; Maureen T. Frederick, Yea. 
 
After exiting Executive Session, the Board of Commissioners took no action.  
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
RESOLUTION No. 10-0723 - RE: BILLS APPROVED AND CERTIFIED TO THE PORTAGE 

COUNTY AUDITOR FOR PAYMENT.   
 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
RESOLVED,   that the bills were approved and certified to the County Auditor for payment, 

contingent upon the review of the Portage County Department of Budget and Financial 
Management or other designee on August 10, 2010 in the total payment amount of 
$490,366.81 for Funds 0001-7002 as set forth in the Accounts Payable Warrant Report 
on file in the office of the Portage County Auditor; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote as follows: 
 
Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;                 Christopher Smeiles, Yea;                   Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
RESOLUTION No. 10-0724  - RE: APPROVAL OF JOURNAL VOUCHERS/ENTRIES. 
 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following Resolution be 
adopted: 
 



WHEREAS, the Ohio Revised Code requires that warrants be approved by the Board of 
Commissioners prior to their issuance, and  

 

WHEREAS, there are other similar financial transactions defined as journal vouchers/entries that 
are dissimilar in that they are used to pay for charges for services from one county 
department and/or fund to another department and/or fund and thus are processed 
in lieu of issuing a warrant, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Journal Vouchers/Entries are recommended by the County Auditor’s Office for 

review and approval by the Board of Commissioners; now therefore be it 
 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves the following Journal  
 Vouchers/Entries as presented by the County Auditor’s Office:   
 

08/10/10 373 $ 987.34 
08/10/10 372 2,813.59 
08/10/10 371 18,071.92 
08/09/10 364 12,403.33 
08/09/10 362 17,831.02 
08/09/10 360 4,783.41 
   
Total  56,890.61 

 

  and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 
Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an 
open meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in 
those formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law 
including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 

Roll call vote as follows: 
 

Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;                 Christopher Smeiles, Yea;                   Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
RESOLUTION No. 10-0725 - RE: ACCEPTANCE OF THEN AND NOW CERTIFICATIONS FOR 

PAYMENT. 
 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS,  Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.41 (D)(1) authorizes the expenditure of moneys, 

provided a certificate of the County Auditor is supplied stating that there was at the 
time of the making of such contract or order and at the time of the execution of such 
certificate a sufficient sum appropriated for the purpose of such contract and in the 



treasury or in process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free from any 
previous encumbrances (Then and Now Certification), and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Then and Now Certification is recommended by the State Auditor’s Office, the 

Portage County Auditor’s Office, and the Portage County Prosecutor’s Office, and 
 
WHEREAS,  a listing of expenditures, attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by 

reference, has been certified by the County Auditor according to Ohio Revised Code 
section 5705.41 (D)(1); now therefore be it   

 
RESOLVED,   that the expenditures listed herein are properly certified by the County Auditor in the 

amount of $7,031.04 as set forth in Exhibit “A” dated August 10, 2010 shall be paid; and 
be it further 

 

RESOLVED,   that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 
Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open 
meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

Voice Vote as Follows: 
 

Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;                 Christopher Smeiles, Yea;                   Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
RESOLUTION No.  10-0726 - RE: RESOLUTION TO REJECT ALL BIDS AND APPROVING THE 

PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE OF COST, AND 
SETTING THE DATE AND TIME FOR ACCEPTANCE OF 
REBIDS FOR PROJECT NO. FR-2 (10-020), TWIN LAKES 
BLOWER BUILDING ROOF REPLACEMENT, IN THE 
PORTAGE COUNTY REGIONAL SEWER DISTRICT, 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP. 

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, and seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, this Board by Resolution No. 10-0553 adopted June 15, 2010, set the date and time for 

bidding of Project No. FR-2 (10-020), Twin Lakes Blower Building Roof Replacement, 
hereinafter referred to as the PROJECT; and 

 
WHEREAS, this Board received five (5) sealed bids for the PROJECT on July 14, 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is recommended that the Board of Commissioners reject all bids due to bid 

irregularities contained within all bids received. The Board noted that all bids were non-
responsive; and 



 
WHEREAS, pursuant to authorization by the Board contained in Resolution 10-0055 adopted 

January 19, 2010, the Water Resources Department has caused to be prepared and 
submitted for approval plans, specifications and estimate of cost for the PROJECT, and 
copies of said plans, specifications and estimate of cost are on file in the office of the 
Clerk and Water Resources Department and are available for examination therein; now 
therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED,  by the Board of Commissioners of Portage County, Ohio: 
 
  Section 1. That this Board rejects all bids for said PROJECT hereto be and the same are 

hereby approved. 

 
 Section 2. That said plans, specifications and estimate of cost shall be filed in the 

office of the Clerk of this Board and in the office of the Water Resources Department 
and kept continuously on file for inspection by all persons interested therein. 

 
 Section 3. That sealed bids for the construction of the PROJECT will be accepted 

by the Portage County Commissioners until 3:00 PM on September 8, 2010, at their 
office on the seventh floor of the County Administration Building, 449 South 
Meridian Street, Ravenna, Ohio. 

 
 Section 4. That the Notice of receiving rebids shall be posted in the Record Courier 

on August 16 and 23, 2010 and the Clerk of this Board is directed to post said Notice on 
the official bulletin board in the office of the County Commissioners. This 
advertisement for bids can also be found on Portage County’s website at: 
www.co.portage.oh.us under county bid notices. 

 
  Section 5. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Board 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of this Board and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 

 
Voice vote as follows: 
 
Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;              Christopher Smeiles, Nay;                  Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 

RESOLUTION No. 10-0727 - RE: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY PROPERTY 
TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY 
AUDITOR AT RATES ESTIMATED BY THE COUNTY 
AUDITOR AND APPROVED BY THE COUNTY BUDGET 



COMMISSION - ORC 5705.34 FOR FISCAL 2011 
 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, on July 13, 2010 the Board of County Commissioners, in accordance with the 

provisions of law, adopted Resolution 10-0650, the Fiscal 2011 Tax Budget for the 
next succeeding fiscal year commencing January 1, 2011, and, 

  
WHEREAS, on August 2, 2010 the Budget Commission of Portage County, Ohio, certified its 

action thereon to this Board together with an estimate by the County Auditor of the 
rate of each tax necessary to be levied by this Board, and what part thereof is 
without and within the ten mill tax limitation; now, therefore it be 

 
RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners of Portage County, Ohio, that the amounts 

and rates, as determined by the Budget Commission in its certification for the fiscal 
year commencing January 1, 2011, are hereby accepted, and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that there be and is hereby levied on the tax duplicate of said County, the rate of 

each tax necessary to be levied within and without the ten mill limitation as displayed 
at the end of this Resolution, and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the County Auditor and the 

Department of Budget and Financial Management, and be it further 
       

and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal actions of this 

Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an 
open meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in 
those formal actions were in meeting open to the public in compliance with the law 
including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll Call Vote as Follows:  
 
Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;             Christopher Smeiles, Yea;           Maureen T. Frederick, Yea; 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 



 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 



RESOLUTION No. 10-0728 - RE: DECLARING THE OFFICIAL INTENT AND REASONABLE  
EXPECTATION OF THE PORTAGE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF OHIO TO 
REIMBURSE THE PORTAGE COUNTY WASTEWATER 
IMPROVEMENTS  (RD24)  CONSTRUCTION FUNDS  FOR 
THE PORTAGE COUNTY WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENTS 
(RD24) PROJECT (CG12N)  WITH THE PROCEEDS OF TAX 
EXEMPT DEBT OF THE STATE OF OHIO. 

 
It was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, and seconded by Christopher Smeiles that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, on  August 3, 2010  the Portage County Board of Commissioners executed  loan 

agreement documents with the Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC), and 
 
WHEREAS, the OPWC agreed to loan to the Portage County Board of Commissioners an amount of 

$50,000.00 for the Portage County Wastewater Improvements (RD24) project, and 
 
WHEREAS, the OPWC will finance this loan with proceeds of tax exempt bonds issued by the State 

of Ohio, and  
 
WHEREAS, the United States Internal Revenue Service requires recipients of such loans to approve 

a Declaration of Official Intent; now therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED,  by the Board of Commissioners of Portage County, Ohio, on behalf of the State Of 

Ohio: 
 

Section 1.  That the Portage County Commissioners reasonably expects to reimburse 
the Portage County Wastewater Improvements (RD24) Construction Funds for various 
sewer expenditures as set forth in Appendix A of the Project Agreement with the 
proceeds of bonds issued by the State Of Ohio. 

 
Section 2.  That this Resolution is intended to be a Declaration of Official Intent under 
Treasury Regulation Section 1.103-18. 
 
Section 3.  That the maximum aggregate principal amount of bonds, other than for 
costs of issuing, expected to be issued by the State Of Ohio for reimbursement to the 
local subdivision is $ 50,000.00. 
 
Section 4.  That the Clerk of the Portage County Commissioners is hereby directed to 
file a copy of this Resolution with Portage County Auditor for the inspection and 
examination of all persons interested therein and to deliver a copy of this resolution to 
the Ohio Public Works Commission. 
 



 
Section 5.  that the Board of Commissioners finds and determines that all formal 
actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 
taken in an open meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that 
resulted those formal actions, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with 
the law including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
Section 6.  That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and immediately 
upon its adoption. 

 
Voice vote as follows: 
 
Charles W. Keiper II, Yea;                   Christopher Smeiles, Yea;                     Maureen T. Frederick, Yea;                                          
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
RESOLUTIONS 
August 10, 2010 
 

1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the August 5, 2010 regular Board Meeting as presented. 
     
2. Approve the Bills as presented by the County Auditor and reviewed by the Department of Budget & 

Financial Management./10-0723 
 
3. Approve the Journal Vouchers as presented by the County Auditor./10-0724 
 
4. Approve Then & Now as presented by the County Auditor./10-0725 

*   *   *   *  * 

INVITATIONS/MEETING NOTICES 
August 10, 2010 
 
1. Invitation from the NEOUCOM for the Inauguration of Jay A. Gershen DDS PhD as sixth president of the 

facility on Friday, August 27, 2010, 2:00 PM at NEOUCOM Ralph Regula Conference Center, Rootstown. 
 
2. Invitation from the Association of State Dam Safety Officials for the Dam Safety Workshop for owners 

and operators on Tuesday, August 24, 2010, Columbus. 
 

*   *   *   *  * 
 

AUGUST 19, 2010 
 

The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the plat Mylar received today via FedEx delivery 
from McSteen & Associates for the proposed annexation of 139.398 acres from Hiram Township to Hiram 
Village. The Board noted that the County Engineer’s Tax Map Department performed a cursory review and 
deemed the Mylar unacceptable for the annexation process at this time.  The Board of Commissioners 



agreed that the annexation process continues to remain on hold until an acceptable Annexation Plat is 
submitted. Commissioner Smeiles advised the Board of Commissioners that he contacted Attorney Doug 
Paul’s office and left a message letting him know that the Mylar was unacceptable.  

 
*   *   *   *  * 

The Board of Commissioners noted that Attorney Leigh Prugh has advised that she plans to dismiss the 
County’s lawsuit against Pecot/Whispering Meadows Subdivision after receiving notice today from County 
Engineer’s Construction Coordinator Dan Jendrisak that the subdivision has been completed.  

 
*   *   *   *  * 

JOURNAL ENTRY 
August 10, 2010 
 
1. August 5, 2010 Certificate of the County Auditor that the Annual Appropriations from each fund does 

not exceed the Official Estimate Resources for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2010 as presented by 
the Portage County Auditor’s Office. 

 
2. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested to allow Commissioner Keiper to sign the Ohio Public 

Works Commission Appendix E Disbursement Request No. 3 for the Lakewood Road Bridge 
Replacement Project CGU34 as requested by the Portage County Engineer’s office. 

 
3. Board of Commissioners’ authorization requested for use of the Courthouse Lawn on Saturday, August 

21, 2010, 2:00-7:00 PM for Ravenna Family Fund Days as requested by Scott Rainone, Ravenna Youth 
Council. 

 
4. The Board of Commissioners received the Portfolio Report for July 2010 as presented by the Portage 

County Treasurer’s Office. 
 
 *   *   *   *  * 
INFORMATION ONLY 
August 10, 2010 
 
1. August 6, 2010 Weekly Traffic Advisory as presented by Ohio Department of Transportation. 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
Journal Entry 
August 10, 2010 
   
Motion by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles to approve the following actions: 
 
1. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the August 5, 2010 Certificate of the County 

Auditor that the Annual Appropriations from each fund does not exceed the Official Estimate 
Resources for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2010, as presented by the Portage County Auditor.  

 



2. The Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Keiper to sign the Ohio Public Works 
Commission Appendix E Disbursement Request No. 3 for the Lakewood Road Bridge Replacement 
Project CGU34, as presented by the Portage County Engineer.  

 
3. The Board of Commissioners authorized the use of the Courthouse Lawn on Saturday, August 21, 2010 

from 2:00 PM-7:00 PM for Ravenna Family Fund Days, as requested by Scott Rainone, Ravenna Youth 
Council. 

 
4. The Board of Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of the Portfolio Report for July 2010, as 

presented by the Portage County Treasurer.  
 
5. The Board of Commissioners authorized Commissioner Keiper to sign the Certification Under Section 

1511 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act as a condition to process Closing Instructions for 
the USDA grant and loan process for the Aurora Meadows Sanitary Improvements Project No. M-1 (06-
190), Mantua Township, as presented by the Portage County Water Resources Department and 
authorized by Board of Commissioners’ Resolution 09-0598. 

 
6. The Board of Commissioners authorized the continued investigation of a possible partnering with the 

Portage Park District to determine if the installation of a canoe launch adjacent to the Red Fox 
Wastewater Treatment Plant along the banks of the Cuyahoga River is a feasible concept, as 
recommended by the Water Resources Department.  

 
7. The Board of Commissioners signed the August 10, 2010 correspondence to County Auditor Janet 

Esposito requesting that staff debit the General Fund account for the partial local government match 
of $26,900.00 and credit this amount to Fund 1166, as requested by the Office of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management and approved by the Department of Budget and Financial Management: 
 

  Org  Object   Project          Amount  Description 
 
Debit:  00100004 492100 - $26,900.00 Local Share 
Credit:  11669301 194000 9A042    $26,900.00 Local Match/Share 
 
8. The Board of Commissioners signed the August 10, 2010 correspondence to County Auditor Janet 

Esposito requesting that staff debit Fund 1493, Collaboration Advocates Grant and Credit Fund 1481, 
Prosecutors State Grant, as requested by the Portage County Prosecutor’s Office and approved by the 
Department of Budget and Financial Management: 
 

            Org  Object    Project    Amount Description 
Debit:  14930014 400000 9B03S              $1,932.33        Contract Services 
Credit:  14813001        152000    9A75S                $1,932.33  Contract Services 
 
9. The Board of Commissioners signed the August 10, 2010 correspondence to County Auditor Janet 

Esposito requesting that staff debit the Portage County Public Defender department 920 for this cost 
allocation of $72,501.00 and credit this amount to the General Fund and Riddle Block Debt Service. 



 
       Org  Object    Amount  Description 
Debit: 09200004 481000  $72,501.00  FY 09 Cost Allocation 
Credit: 00100001 152000   $22,335.00  FY 09 Cost Alloc. PDC 
Credit: 30120012 240000  $50,166.00  FY 09 Cost Alloc. 

 

10. After meeting in an Executive Session today with The Woodlands at Robinson representatives and 
Human Resources Department Director Karen U'Halie, the Board of Commissioners accepted staff 
recommendation and approved the termination of a Part-Time STNA on the charges of NCNS (No Call 
No Show), effective August 9, 2010. 

 

11. After meeting today in an Executive Session with Water Resources Department Acting Director Jeff 
Lonzrick, the Board of Commissioners authorized a five (5) day suspension for a Water Resources 
Department Engineering Technician I/Inspector following the required process that allows steps for the 
individual to grieve the proposed discipline.  

 

12. The Board of Commissioners accepted the recommendation of Commissioner Smeiles and agreed to 
hire a title company to complete a title report for the Infirmary Road (former County Engineer’s) salt 
shed site making a determination as to whether or not the county has the mineral rights to sell with the 
property or not.  The cost for this search should be approximately $500.00.  

 

13. The Board of Commissioners accepted the recommendation of Department of Budget & Financial 
Management Director Tillis and authorized the transfer of $500 from the Maintenance Budget 
(from the savings on the cleaning contract at the Justice Center) to the Sheriff’s Budget to 
address the Sheriff’s need for counter space for Road Deputies. The Board noted that the $500 
will be used to purchase the supplies needed including plywood, Formica, supports, etc and the 
Sheriff’s on-site maintenance staff will build the counters.  
 

All in favor, motion carries. 
 
 *   *   *   *   * 
We do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of the Portage County Board of 
Commissioners’ meeting on August 10, 2010. There being no further business to come before the Board, it 
was moved by Maureen T. Frederick, seconded by Christopher Smeiles to adjourn the official meeting at 3:15 
PM.  All in favor, motion carries. 
 

              
Charles W. Keiper II, President  Maureen T. Frederick, Board Member 
 
 
 

Christopher Smeiles, Vice President  Deborah Mazanec, Clerk 
 
 *   *   *   *    *  


