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Residential Post-Frame Accessory Structures 
 

Commonly referred to as “Pole Barns” 
 

All residential post-frame accessory buildings shall adhere to Section 324 of the Residential 
Code of Ohio (RCO), a copy of which is attached, as well as any other Code Sections as 
defined therein.  
 
If the planned post-frame accessory structure, by size or design exceeds or falls outside the 
standards set forth in this Section, the applicant has the following options: 
 

• Choose an alternate construction method, such as a continuous footing, foundation 
and standard light-frame construction.  

• Choose to have the post-frame structure designed by an Ohio Licensed Design 
Professional (architect or engineer), whereby the designer, signs and seals the 
construction drawings and provides the design parameters used. 

• Choose to request a formal Adjudication Order defining the code compliant 
deficiencies and request an appeal before the Portage County Board of Building 
Appeals.     

   
As defined in Section 202 of the RCO; an accessory structure is a building, the use of which, 
must be incidental to that of the dwelling(s) and which is located on the same lot.  
 
Note: Accessory structures 200 square feet in size and smaller, are exempt from the RCO, 
including all Building Department approvals, permits and inspections, but may still require 
local Zoning approval – please check with your community Zoning Official.  
 
Construction Plans shall include: 
 

• A site plan showing the location of the proposed accessory structure, the location of 
all other buildings on the property, including the dimensional relationship between 
the buildings and the property lines.  

 
• Elevation views from all sides. 
 
• Floor plan of the proposed building, including: length, width, location and sizes of all 

windows and doors, and location (with dimensions) of all support posts. 
 
• Cross-sectional view as provided in Figure 324 of the RCO, including all structural 

and covering materials, their sizes and specifications.     
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