
  

 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Portage County Engineer 
Michael A. Marozzi, P.E., P.S. 

2015 ANNUAL REPORT 

Included in this Issue … 

*   A Message from the  

     County Engineer 

 

*   Snow and Ice Control 

 

* Road Maintenance 

 

*    Federal Funding  

     Project Updates 

 

*    State Funding  

     Project Updates 

  

* Equipment Purchases 

 

 * 2015  Budget  

 Facts & Figures 

 

* Subdivision Activity 

 

 * Tax Map Department  

      Update 

 

*    Our Crews at Work 

   

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.co.portage.oh.us 

 

Click on Elected 

Officials / 

County Engineer 

 

 

 

 
 

A Message from the County Engineer … 

To the Board of Portage County Commissioners and the residents of Portage County … this is our 

Department’s Annual Report of the status of the County’s roads and bridges as is mandated by the Ohio 

Revised Code.  The purpose of this report is to show all the people in Portage County where and how we 

spent their license plate fees and gas tax revenues.  The following is a partial listing of your County Highway 

and Engineering Department’s accomplishments during the 2015 calendar year.  I am very proud of the 

work we have done and the accomplishments of all of our employees. 

SNOW AND ICE CONTROL 

2015/2016 WINTER SEASON 

Total snow and ice control cost for the 2015/2016 winter season was $448,285.   This reflects a $546,728 decrease

versus the 2014/2015 winter season. The cost breakdown includes $263,283 to purchase 4,500 tons of rock salt.  Labor 

costs totaled $185,002 and consisted of 3,060 regular time man-hours and 1,866 overtime hours for a total of 4,926

hours.  We had 23 partial callouts and 16 full overtime call outs.   Similar to the 2014/2015 winter season, we bartered 

with ODOT to get salt brine from them and applied it with our equipment and operators on Level I roads and bridge 

decks, as needed.        

2016/2017 SALT REQUIREMENTS 

Solicitation for tonnage requirements for any political subdivision wishing to be included in ODOT’s 2016/2017 WINTER 

SALT CONTRACT (018-17) began in early May.  An e-mail to all political subdivisions who have participated in ODOT’s 

salt contract in the past was sent on May 5, 2016.  Please carefully read all of the information included in the e-mail as 

the participation process has been somewhat modified.  Similar to last year, your tonnage requirements will need to be 

sent electronically via ODOT’s website.  Following is the link to ODOT’s homepage where this year’s road salt website 

and participation form will be posted:  

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ContractAdmin/Contracts/Pages/Purchase.aspx.  The deadline for 

submittal will be FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2016.    As in the past, ODOT’s WINTER CONTRACT participation agreement requires 

that you purchase a minimum of 90% of your estimated salt tonnage exclusively from the vendor awarded the bid.  

Conversely, you will be able to purchase up to a maximum of 110% of your requested tonnage. Effective period for the 

2016/2017 contract will be from October 1, 2016 through March 31, 2017.  Please contact us if you wish to purchase 

your salt requirements through our department.  

 

        
Participating Communities in Portage County  

share in $174,427 from salt settlement with Cargill, Morton 
Many political subdivisions within Portage County, who purchased salt through ODOT’s salt consortium, received a 

settlement last fall as a result of a lawsuit filed by the Attorney General’s Office with ODOT against Cargill, Inc. and Morton 

Salt, Inc.  The lawsuit alleged that Cargill and Morton split up the state’s rock salt market and agreed to not compete 

against each other which, allegedly, drove up the price of salt.  Although the companies admitted no wrongdoing, they 

agreed to pay $11.5 million to resolve the state’s case, just before a jury trial was set to begin. 

 

 



 

 

 

     

After the snow stopped, our road crews were kept busy working on 

“routine” road maintenance projects.  Spring means patching potholes 

left over after a winter of snow, salt and extremely low temperatures.  

Then it’s time to get the roadside mowers out in an effort to keep the 

high grass and weeds to a minimum.  When summer rolled around, the 

following road maintenance tasks were completed: 

• CRACK SEALED 19 MILES OF ROAD 

• CHIP AND SEALED A TOTAL OF 27 MILES OF ROAD 

• INSTALLED 52 DRIVE PIPES 

• REPLACED 47 CROSSOVER PIPES 

• BERMS HAVE BEEN CUT ON 53 MILES OF ROADWAY 

• INSTALLED 25 NEW CATCH BASINS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS  

 

The Traffic Safety Department is responsible for center and edge line 

striping on the 370 miles of County road the Portage County Engineer 

maintains.  During 2015, our Traffic Safety Department center and edge 

line striped a total of 256 miles of County road.  In addition, they are also 

responsible for pavement markings on all Portage County roads including 

18 railroad pavement markings, 9 intersections, 9 school zones and 12 

stop bar locations.   

 

Other responsibilities of the Traffic Safety crew include repairing 

mailboxes damaged during snow removal operations, erecting signs for 

road closure detours and maintenance of all road and bridge signage on 

County roads and bridge signs on Township roads.  The Traffic Safety 

crew inventoried and maintained 5,440 traffic signs throughout the 

County which consisted of 3,364 Warning and Guide Signs and 2,076 

Regulatory Signs.    

 

 
 

Summit Road, between State Route 261 in Franklin Township and Lakewood Road in Ravenna Township, was resurfaced during 
2015.  Existing pavement on this 2 mile stretch of road was milled, the road was resurfaced and center and edge line striping was applied.  
The Shelly Company, of Twinsburg, Ohio, was awarded the contract in the amount of $329,532.  This project was 100% funded out of the 
County Engineer’s regular budget.  

 
Road Use Maintenance Agreements result in $4M in road updates for the County 

 

Many rural roads throughout the County have benefited from $4 million in resurfacing done by gas and electric companies.  Portage 
County executed Road Use Maintenance Agreements (RUMA) with American Transmission Systems, Inc. (a First Energy Company) to 
upgrade two (2) electric transmission lines within the County and with Sunoco to upgrade a pipeline across the southern tier of the 
County.  The RUMA is primarily to make sure the roads are repaired, at the Operator’s expense, of any damage done by truck traffic.  As 
part of the RUMA agreements, the companies agreed to reinforce and resurface roads used by construction vehicles during the projects.  
During 2015, the following roads were repaired under the two (2) RUMA’s: 

                                                 
Township Roads 
Camp Road (TH 112) 
Campbellsport Road (TH 111) 
Carlisle Way (TH 955) 
Fisher Road (TH 128) 
Hattrick Road (TH 110) 
Porter Road (TH 54) 

Saint Andrews Way (TH 951) 
 
 

County Roads 
Alliance Road (CH 125) 
Cable Line Road (CH 120) 
John Thomas Road (CH 137) 
McClintocksburg Road (CH 135) 
New Milford Road (CH 31) 
Rock Spring Road (CH 52) 
Sandy Lake Road (CH 89) 
Tallmadge Road (CH 18) 
Wayland Road (CH 132) 

Township Roads 
Congress Lake Road (TH 17) 
Lansinger Road (TH 13) 
Martin Road (TH 8) 
Moff Road (TH 51) 
Palm Road (TH 24) 
Saxe Road (TH 79) 
Taylor Road (TH 46) 
Ticknor Road (TH 14) 
Trares Road (TH 25) 

County Roads 
Alliance Road (CH 125) 
Bonner Road (CH 75) 
Hartville Road (CH 69) 
Industry Road (CH 47) 
Mahoning Road (CH 73) 
McClintocksburg Road (CH 135) 
Mottown Road (CH 71) 
New Milford Road (CH 31) 
Porter Road (CH 54) 
Randolph Road (CH 10) 
Ranfield Road (CH 88) 
Stroup Road (CH 50) 
Wayland Road (CH 132) 

                                                              
The work was done by contractors hired and paid for by First Energy and Sunoco as part of their RUMA requirements.  The work was 
done to County specifications and was inspected by County employees.  Sunoco paved and chip sealed about 14.3 miles and chip 
sealed another 12.2 miles.  First Energy paved and chip sealed 14 miles and chip sealed another 4.2 miles. 
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High Street Bridge Replacement (MANV 169 HIGH)  
Christmas came early in the Village of Mantua when the High Street Bridge was officially reopened to traffic on December 19, 2015.  The bridge, 

which closed for construction on September 28, 2015, was originally scheduled for completion in fiscal year 2017.  The project, however, was moved 

up due to the rapid deterioration of the structure.  In April of 2015, the structure’s weight limit was reduced from a 7 ton to 3 a ton limit which meant 

only passenger cars could cross.  The bridge was estimated to be closed for 75 days but the unseasonably warm weather allowed crews to pour the 

bridge deck on November 30, which aided project completion in 2015, in spite of delays due to utility issues.  The work included complete 

replacement of the existing structure with a new single span bridge over the Cuyahoga River, including new abutments, prestressed concrete box 

beams and relocation of an existing waterline under the river.  A contract was awarded to Marucci and Gaffney Excavating Company of Youngstown, 

Ohio for $859,419.  Federal LBR and credit bridge funds financed 95% of the cost of this improvement.  The remaining 5% was paid from the Portage 

County Engineer’s regular budget.    
  

THE PHOTO ABOVE DEPICTS THE SUBSTANTIAL DETERIORATION OF THE 
HIGH STREET BRIDGE – PRIOR TO DEMOLITION 

 

 

 

 

 
STANDING ON THE NEWLY CONSTRUCTED HIGH STREET STRUCTURE ARE FROM 

LEFT TO RIGHT:  RANDY BARKER OF MS CONSULTANTS, INC, ANTHONY ZUMBO 

AND MICKEY MAROZZI OF THE PORTAGE COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE AND 

MANTUA MAYOR, LINDA CLARK 

THE ABOVE 2 PHOTOS SHOW THE NEWLY CONSTRUCTED HIGH STREET BRIDGE 
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Tallmadge Road Corridor 
A Preliminary Legislation Agreement was executed with the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation for the Tallmadge Road 
Corridor Project in Brimfield Township, Portage County.  Several options are being investigated to improve the confusing and 
dangerous intersection at Tallmadge Road in Brimfield Township where Interstate 76 crosses.  This section of road has a confusing mix 
of lanes and road changes including Mogadore Road traffic crossing exit lanes for the highway.  A possible solution would be to relocate 
the I-76 ramps and Mogadore Road intersections, reconstruct traffic signals, modify the I-76/Tallmadge Road interchange and modify the 
interconnection of traffic signals.  This improvement has an estimated cost of $9.6 million and would extend from Cascades Boulevard to 
the west and Sunny Brook Road in the east.  GPD Group of Akron, Ohio is the consultant that has been hired to perform preliminary 
engineering for this project.   As per the Preliminary Legislation Agreement, 90% of the cost of preliminary engineering will be paid directly 
to the consultant by the Ohio Department of Transportation with the remaining 10% being paid with local MVGT funds.  
 

Prospect Street Resurfacing/Sidewalk 
Resurfacing of Prospect Street, from the southern Ravenna City 
Limits to the State Route 5 bypass in Rootstown Township, was 
completed last summer.  The project included the construction of a 
sidewalk on the east side of the road from Skeels Street north to 
the Ravenna City Limits.   The $503,080 contract was awarded to 
Ronyak Paving, Inc, of Chardon, Ohio.  Our office was successful 
in obtaining a federal grant to help offset the cost of the project by 
80%.  Our office paid the 20% local share for the road resurfacing 
using MVGT funds and Ravenna Township paid the 20% local 
share for the sidewalk portion of the project.   

 
 

 
LPA Safety Study 
We were successful in obtaining a federal safety grant through the County Engineers Association of Ohio (CEAO) for a 
Guiderail Inventory/Inspection Study and GIS Integration Services.  All guardrail throughout the County was inventoried and 
inspected to insure that it was in the proper location, it was the proper height, etc.  In addition, all of our sign inventory was 
integrated into the County’s GIS.  MasterMind Systems, Inc. of Delaware, Ohio was selected as the traffic engineering 
consultant to perform said services at a cost of $49,750.  Ninety percent of this amount, or $44,775, was reimbursed to us 
through the Ohio Department of Transportation with the 10% balance being paid with local MVGT funds.   
 

Ohio Bridge Partnership Program 
The Ohio Bridge Partnership Program (OHBPP) is a $120 million 
investment by ODOT to repair or replace more than 200 county 
and city owned bridges within the state over a period of three (3) 
years. A bridge has to be deemed structurally deficient in order to 
qualify for this program  These projects will all be ODOT Let 
projects.   
 
Of the five (5) projects for which our department applied, ODOT 
chose the following three (3) bridges:  Industry Road over Barrel 
Run in Rootstown Township, Stroup Road over an unnamed 
stream in Atwater Township and Johnny Cake Road over the 
Feeder Canal Tributary in Randolph Township.   
 
Johnny Cake Road Bridge, between Hartville and Saxe Roads, 
was the only bridge completed during 2015.  
 
 
 
 

 
THE NEWLY REPLACED JOHNNY CAKE ROAD BRIDGE IN RANDOLPH TOWNSHIP 
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2014 Culvert Replacement Project 
Three (3) culverts were replaced as part of the 2014 Culvert 
Replacement Project.  One culvert, on Streeter Road in 
Freedom Township, was replaced during 2014.  The 
remaining two culverts, one on Diagonal Road, between 
Ravenna Road and Westview Road, in Franklin Township, 
and one on McClintocksburg Road, between Gilbert and 
McLain Roads, in Paris Township, were replaced during 2015.  
The work included the removal of existing corrugated metal 
culverts and replacing them with concrete structures.  Recent 
culvert inspections concluded that these structures were 
beyond maintenance repairs and needed to be replaced due to 
their condition.  Lockhart Concrete Company of Akron, Ohio 
was awarded the contract, in the amount of $268,398, to 
replace these two culverts.  A grant through the Ohio Public 
Works Commission (OPWC) covered 60% of the cost for these 
culvert replacements with the balance being paid out of the 
County Engineer’s regular budget.   

 
MCCLINTOCKSBURG ROAD CULVERT 

 

Brady Lake Road Resurfacing Project 
The resurfacing of a 2 mile stretch of Brady Lake Road, from State Route 59 in Ravenna Township to Ravenna Road in Franklin Township, was 

completed during 2015.  A construction contract, in the amount of $308,571, was awarded to Karvo Paving Company of Stow, Ohio.  The project 

included the resurfacing, roadway berming, full depth repairs (where needed) and application of center and edge line striping.  A grant, through the 

Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC), covered 60% of the cost of this improvement.  The remaining 40% local share was paid out of the County 

Engineer’s regular budget.  
 

Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) Round 30 Status  
 

The following Portage County political subdivisions received favorable action by the District 7 Executive Committee for Round 30 funding …  
 

City of Kent  - South Chestnut Street/Middlebury Road    Brimfield Township – Sherman Road (TH 91) 

City of Ravenna – Oakgrove, Riddle, Peck Water Lines    Charlestown Township – Knapp Road (TH 169, Section B 

City of Streetsboro – POR-303-0.67 Over Tinkers Creek    Franklin Township –  Hudson Road, Phase III 

Village of Garrettsville – Liberty Street/Silica Road Drainage, Curb & Gutter  Ravenna Township -  Ravenna Township Road Projects 

Village of Mantua – High Street Waterline Replacement & Pavement Improvements Shalersville Township – Price Road (TH 203) 

Atwater Township – Hillcrest Allotment Repair & Resurfacing 

 
In addition, the Portage County Engineer’s applications for three (3) resurfacing projects received favorable action by the District 7 Executive 

Committee, e.g. Brady Lake Road (CH 162) Sections A & B, Peck Road (CH 167)Sections A, B & C and Lovers Lane (CH 163), Section D, Newton Falls 

Road (CH 177), Section A.   

 

Pre-application packets for Round 31 funding were e-mailed on April 6, 2016 and are due back to our office by Friday, June 10, 2016.   

 

Just a reminder, per OPWC guidelines, project construction cannot begin until the following requirements are met ~   

 

1. Grant agreement has been fully executed and returned to OPWC 

2. Request to Proceed has been forwarded to OPWC 

3. Notice to Proceed has been received from OPWC 
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During 2015, our Department spent a total of $298,745 for the purchase of the following equipment to assist with our operations 

maintaining county roads and bridges:  

 

One (1) 2015 GMC Sierra 1500 Regular Cab Pick-Up Truck  

Purchased  from Buick GMC of Beachwood (M4 Motors, Inc.) Beachwood, Ohio, at a cost of $20,895 –  

For use by our Road Crew  

 

One (1) 1997 Kelly Creswell Paint Truck 

Purchased from Traffic Markings, Inc. of Franklin, Massachusetts, at a cost of $27,750.00 – For use by our Road Crew 

 

One (1) 2016 Freightliner Heavy Duty Tandem Axle Road Maintenance Truck 

Purchased from Cleveland Freightliner, Inc. of Parma, Ohio, at a cost of $88,261 – For use by our Road Crew 

 

*Two (2) 2015 GMC 3500HD Crew Cab Two-Wheel Drive Pick-Up Trucks 

Purchased from Bob Ross Auto Group, of Centerville, Ohio, at a cost of $58,713 – For use by our Road Crew 

 

*One (1) 2014 New Holland TS65.120 Tractor with Cab  

 Purchased from Miner’s Tractor Sales of Rootstown, Ohio, at a cost of $49,539 – For use by our Road Crew 

 

 *One (1) Alamo Axtreme2 Boom Mower 

 Purchased from Southeastern Equipment Company, Inc. of North Canton, Ohio, at a cost of $53,587 – 

 For use by our Road Crew 

 

*Purchased through the state cooperative purchasing group (www.procure.ohio.gov). 
 

In addition, our Department purchased GPS surveying equipment from Consurv LLC of New Albany, Ohio, at a cost of $8,870 – 

For use by our Surveying Crew 

 

 
 
Above are pictures of two loaders.  The blue Michigan Loader was purchased in 1963 by Portage County’s first County Engineer, Paul 
Shafer, at a cost of $10,000.  Believe it or not, this 53 year old piece of equipment is still used by our crews today.  The yellow piece of 
equipment is a 2016 CAT Loader which was ordered at the end of 2015 and received and paid for in 2016 at a cost of $140,500. 
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Our department’s largest revenue source is Vehicle Registration Fees.  Revenue is only received from those who register vehicles in 
Portage County.   
 
Our second largest revenue source is Gasoline Tax.  Counties statewide receive approximately 4.4 cents per gallon of the state’s 28-
cent tax, with all 88 counties receiving an equal share.   

 

                    

                            
 
Vehicle Registration   $3,822,864  Salaries    $2,920,221 
Gasoline Tax    $2,356,713  Benefits    $1,069,135 
Permissive Tax    $1,433,292  Materials & Supplies   $2,062,827 
Contract Services   $     77,593   Equipment    $   307,615 
Sales & Services   $     85,164  Maintenance & Repairs   $   127,169 
Project Funds    $   225,166  Utilities     $     66,732 
Other Revenue    $     71,662  Loan Principal Payment   $   105,122 
        Road/Bridge Project Expenses              $   921,280 
TOTAL 2015 REVENUE  $8,072,454  General Insurance   $     26,683 
        Other     $   116,547  
2014 CARRYOVER   $1,121,814 
        TOTAL 2015 EXPEDITURES  $7,723,331 
TOTAL 2015 AVAILABLE REVENUE $9,194,269  
 
GRANT DOLLARS SAVE COUNTY DOLLARS … As a result of the various grants we received, over $1.5 million was 
directly disbursed during 2015 by either ODOT or OPWC - on behalf of the Portage County Engineer - to the contractors 
and consultants working on our projects.     
 

 
During 2015, there were no new subdivisions constructed or approved by the Portage County Engineer nor were they any 

subdivisions accepted for dedication by the Portage County Board of Commissioners. 
 

 

The Tax Map Office is located on the 3
rd

 floor of the Portage County Administration Building and has three (3) full time employees.  The main tasks of 

the Tax Map Department include taking in new surveys and plats, approving legal descriptions, assigning addresses and keeping the parcel maps 

updated.  The Tax Map Department assists the general public, land surveyors, the title industry and legal professionals.  In addition, Tax Map 

personnel assist in maintaining the County’s LBRS [Location Based Response System].  The LBRS is a County/State initiative that assembles and 

distributes current information on all roads and addresses in the County. The information is accessed by many entities, such as EMS, and helps in 

saving lives.  The LBRS also reduces taxpayer dollars by eliminating duplicate data collection and is vital in protecting the safety, health, welfare and 

quality of life for the residents of Portage County and the State of Ohio.    

 

During 2015, the Tax Map Department … 

 

• TOOK IN 65 NEW PLATS 

• TOOK IN 191 SURVEYS 

 

The Tax Map Department is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
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OUR BRIDGE CREW PATCHING THE CONCRETE DECK ON THE WINCHELL ROAD 

BRIDGE IN HIRAM TOWNSHIP 

 
COUNTY ENGINEER CREWS  CUTTING & LOADING OUT BERM MATERIAL  

ON MAHONING ROAD IN DEERFIELD TOWNSHIP 

 
The pictures below are of our crews installing two (2) 5’ diameter pipes on a section of Peck Road in the Village of Mantua.  

These pipes replaced a set of 5’ galvanized pipes that failed at the end of last year.  

 
SETTING THE INGOTS THAT WILL SERVE AS BALLAST TO HOLD DOWN THE DWP 

(DOUBLE WALL PLASTIC PIPE) 

 
FOUR MACHINES AND INGOTS SET AND READY TO POUR CDF  

(CONTROLLED DENSITY FILL) 

 
 

Annual Inventory Reminder …  As per Ohio Revised Code 505.04, all Boards of Township Trustees shall make an inventory on the second Monday of January, each 

year, of all the materials, machinery, tools, and other Township supplies in its possession.  The inventory shall be a public record and shall be made in duplicate, one 

copy of which shall be filed with the Fiscal Officer of the Board and one copy with the County Engineer.  Our department received inventories from 7 of our 18 

Townships during 2015!!!        

 

If you have any questions or comments about this report, please contact me, MiIf you have any questions or comments about this report, please contact me, MiIf you have any questions or comments about this report, please contact me, MiIf you have any questions or comments about this report, please contact me, Mickey Marozzi, at ckey Marozzi, at ckey Marozzi, at ckey Marozzi, at     
(330) 296(330) 296(330) 296(330) 296----6411 or e6411 or e6411 or e6411 or e----mail me at mail me at mail me at mail me at mmarozzi@portageco.commmarozzi@portageco.commmarozzi@portageco.commmarozzi@portageco.com....    

 

Portage County Engineer * 5000 Newton Falls Road * Ravenna, Ohio 44266 * Phone:  (330) 296-6411 * Fax:  (330) 296-2303 

 


