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Portage County Health Department reports no cases of H3N2v from the fair 
The 2012 fair season brought confirmed cases of Influenza A variant H3N2 into the state of Ohio. These 
cases were linked to swine exposure with attendance at fairs where swine were present. The Portage County 
Health Department carefully monitored the H3N2v situation and worked closely with the Portage County 
Fair Board and the United States Department of Agriculture to ensure the health and safety of the fair-goers 
for Portage County and surrounding county residents. “Education was the key to stabilizing this situation. By 
educating the swine exhibitors as well as the public on the importance of hand washing and not eating 
around the pigs we were able to keep the H3N2v from spreading at our fair,” states Rosemary Ferraro, 
Director of Nursing at the Portage County Health Department.  
 
As of September 24, 2012, there have been 107 confirmed cases of H3N2v in the state of Ohio. None of 
those cases were from Portage County. Nationally there have been 305 confirmed cases of H3N2v. With the 
fair season coming to an end, it is expected that there will be a decrease in H3N2v cases.  
 
Protecting yourself from any flu viruses is the same; Cover your coughs and sneezes, Wash hands often or 
use alcohol-based hand sanitizer, Stay home when sick, and Get your flu shot every year. The Portage 
County Health Department is holding community flu shot clinics throughout the county. Check the website 
at http://www.co.portage.oh.us/healthdepartment.htm for a list of flu shot clinics in your area or call 330-
296-9919.                                                                                   
 
 
      
For additional information, please contact Becky Lehman, PCHD Health Educator at 330-296-9919, ext. 
137.  
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