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June 2011: Water Safety

Juneis... Did you know...?
Time for Water Safety

Your Portage County Health Department is working hard
for you this summer! The health department is in charge
of making sure that the beaches are safe for swimmers and
sun bathers as part of environmental services.

The Portage County Health Department wants to remind
everyone about water safety. June is the time to start
going to the beach and getting pools ready for summer fun.
Here are some important things to keep in mind when out

. Here are some of the environmental services inspections
in the water: P

done to make our beaches safe:

Beach Safety:
e  Only swim when a lifeguard is on duty and stay e Water Quality-
within eyesight of the lifeguard. - Sampling and testing the water for bacterial content.

e Never swim alone.
e Follow regulations and lifeguard directions.

e  Swim parallel to shore if you wish to swim long
distances. - Check number of trash can available.

e Shore Area Cleanliness-

- Free from litter and hazardous materials.

e Report hazardous conditions to lifeguards or other e Proper Safety Measures-

beach employees. - Swimming areas clearly marked.

- One or more lifeguard on duty for each 300ft of beach.

- Lifeguard station has the proper safety and first aid
equipment.

Pool Safety:

e  Supervise children closely.

o Keep pools clean and free from debris.

e Have a fence enclosure that isolates your swimming
pool from the home, play areas, front and side yards
and the neighbor’s yard.

e  Make sure that all isolation fence gates are self-
closing and self-latching.

General Water Safety Tips: The Portage County Health Department does all this

e Learn to swim. and more to ensure the safety of all in Portage County!

e Protect your head, neck and spine - do not dive into
unfamiliar waters - feet first, first time.

e Floaties or other inflatable flotation devices are not
life jackets and should never be a substitute for adult
supervision.

Questions or Comments?
Contact Us!
449 S. Meridian Street
Ravenna, Ohio 44266
Phone: (330) 296-9919
Email: pchd@portageco.com
http://www.co.portage.oh.us/healthdepartment.htm

For more information about pool and water safety check
out http://abcpoolsafety.org/ABCs of Pool Safety.377.0.html
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