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September is…… 

Emergency Preparedness Month  
 

September 2012 marks the ninth annual National 

Preparedness Month, sponsored by the US Department of 

Homeland Security. One goal of Homeland Security is to 

educate the public about how to prepare for emergencies, 

including natural disasters, mass casualties, biological and 

chemical threats, radiation emergencies, and terrorist 

attacks. 

 

Are you ready in the event of an emergency?         

Get prepared:  

 Assemble an emergency supply kit that includes 

fresh water (1 gallon per person per day for three 

days), non-perishable food (three day supply), battery 

powered radio and flashlight, first aid kit (include any 

medications needed), blanket (one for each person), 

whistle, dust mask, plastic sheeting and duct tape, 

garbage bags, wrench or pliers, manual can opener, 

and local maps. 

 Make your emergency plans with family and friends 

in case you are not together during the emergency. 

Discuss contact and meeting plan.  

 Stay informed by checking all types of media for 

local, national, and global information.  

 Get involved in helping your family, your business, 

and your community be ready for emergencies by 

taking first aid emergency response training, 

participating in community exercises, and 

volunteering to support local first responders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget your four-legged family members! 

 Assemble a supply kit that includes food, fresh water, 

leash (if applicable), and any medicine needed.  

 Have a copy of the up-to-date immunization records 

of your pet in case you need to board your pet in a 

kennel.  

Additional information can be found at www.ready.gov.  

 
 

Did you know…? 
 

Public Health became involved in disaster preparedness 

due to the September 11, 2001 attacks. The federal 

government made grant monies available to each state 

with the requirements that public health establishes plans 

to work with community partners in order to be ready to 

respond to any disaster.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Portage County Health Department established an 

official Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) unit in 2006. The 

MRC is a group of local health professionals (both 

licensed and non-licensed) and community members who 

volunteer their time in the event of an emergency. Types 

of emergencies include influenza epidemics such as H1N1, 

chemical spills, or an act of terrorism.  

 

For information about Portage County Health 

Department’s Emergency Preparedness plans or to become 

a MRC volunteer, contact Kim Villers at 330-296-9919, 

ext. 118. Additional information can also be found at 

http://www.co.portage.oh.us/mrc/index.html.  

  

  

  

 

 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact Us! 

Portage County Health Department 

449 S. Meridian Street 

Ravenna, Ohio 44266 

Phone: (330) 296-9919 

Nursing Clinic: (330) 298-4490 

Email: pchd@portageco.com                                               

http://www.co.portage.oh.us/healthdepartment.htm 
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