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BORTAGE COUNTY MU AL COURT REPORT OF BARBARA R. OSWICK

FEB 29 2016 |PRESIDING AND ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE
JILL FANKHAUSER, Clerk | PORTAGE COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT
RAVENNA, OH FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2015

The Portage County Municipal Court submits the following report
of its operation for the calendar year 2015.

The Presiding and Administrative Judge, Barbara R. Oswick, sat
in the Ravenna division of the Portage County Municipal Court
with Judge Kevin Poland. Judge Mark Fankhauser sat in the
Kent division of the Portage County Municipal Court.

Both of the judges in the Ravenna division continued to conduct
jail arraignments via interactive video. This system saves the
County the time and expense of transporting inmates from the
jail to the courthouse for arraignments and improves courthouse
security.

Statistics reflect an increase in the number of cases filed in the
Ravenna division of the Court. A total of 23,922 criminal and
traffic cases were filed in the Ravenna division, reflecting an
increase of 2,488 cases over the total for 2014. In the Kent
division, 6,579 criminal and traffic cases were filed, a decrease
of 86 cases from the total for 2014.

In the Ravenna division, 3,422 civil cases were filed, a decrease
of 31 cases over the total filed in 2014. The Kent division reflects
an increase of 90 civil cases filed, for a total of 1,578 cases in

2015,

Criminal and traffic receipts for the Ravenna division totaled
$3,650,145.37, an increase of $190,446.97 from receipts for
2014. In the Kent division, criminal and traffic receipts totaled
$1,247,528.82, a decrease of $57,069.59 from receipts for
2014.

In 2015, the Judges continued to refer defendants convicted of
domestic violence to anger management counseling provided by
Family and Community Services and Summit Psychological
Associates.
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Both Family and Community Services and Summit Psychological
Associates also provided counseling for victims of domestic
violence so that they could learn new ways of dealing with
relationship conflicts. Other defendants received services from
Coleman Professional Services and Town Hall II.

The Judges took advantage of the many agencies who offered a
variety of counseling opportunities for persons with substance
abuse issues. In particular, Townhall II, Summit Psychological
Associates, Compass Recovery, and Family and Community
Services offered substance abuse assessments and counseling.
Because Ohio O.V.I. law mandates counseling for any person
who is convicted of O.V.I. two or three times within a six-year
period, all of the Judges routinely referred defendants to such
counseling. The Judges also referred persons convicted of other
alcohol and drug related offenses to counseling at these

agencies.

The Judges continued to refer 0.V.I. offenders to Town Hall II or
Family and Community Services to complete a three day Driver
Intervention Program in Portage County in lieu of three days in
jail pursuant to statutory requirements. The assignment of each
defendant to a specific agency was done randomly.

In addition, the Judges continued to order persons convicted of
underage O.V.I. to complete an eight hour education program
administered by Family and Community Services, Driver
Education-8 (DEC8). The program is limited to underage
offenders with a blood alcohol level between .02 and .08.

The Portage County Municipal Court continued to have its own
probation department separate and apart from that of the
Common Pleas Court and that department continued to oversee
the Dual Diagnosis Offenders Program. When it appears that an
offender might have a mental or emotional disorder, as well as a
substance abuse problem, the Court may refer that person to
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the probation department for an evaluation. If the offender
qualifies for DDOP, he or she receives counseling and treatment
for both substance abuse and the mental or emotional condition.

The Municipal Court Probation Department also continued to
monitor attendance at most of the court ordered assessments
and counseling programs. It also supervised those who were
placed on probation or were ordered to perform community
service, as well as those who were ordered to make restitution
to victims for property damage or medical expenses.

The Municipal Court Probation Department administered the
SCRAM (secured continuous remote alcohol monitoring) program
whereby defendants were outfitted with ankle bracelets that
monitored their use of alcohol on a 24 hour basis, for an
extended period of time, normally at least 3 months. This
device was used primarily on defendants who prior to trial had 1
or more previous convictions of O.V.I. within the last 6 years or
received multiple O.V.I. convictions and were placed on
probation after completing a jail sentence. SCRAM units were
also installed on defendants who committed crimes other than
O.V.I. but were alcohol-related. Additionally, the Municipal
Court Probation Department monitored all O.V.I. offenders who
were required to use ignition interlock for driving privileges
during the entire period of their license suspensions. The
legislation requires ignition interlock on all vehicles driven by
persons who have been convicted of second or third O.V.I
offenses within a six year time period. The Municipal Court
Probation Department also monitored house arrest by electronic
monitoring (HAEM) through the use of SCRAM bracelets with
24/7 location monitoring capabilities.

The Municipal Court utilized a diversion program for persons
convicted of possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages
while under the age of twenty-one. Only persons without prior
alcohol related convictions were eligible for this program.
Following a plea of guilty, the offender completed a substance
abuse assessment and counseling as recommended, as well as a
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two (2) hour educational program called “Think About Your
Future,” and sixteen (16) hours of community work service. If
the offender completed the program and committed no further
violations for six (6) months, the plea was vacated and the
charge was dismissed at the offender's cost. The offender was
then eligible to have the record sealed. This program continued
to be administered by Family and Community Services.

The Marijuana Diversion Program ("BIC 60”) is administered by
Family and Community Services. A first time offender charged
with possession of marijuana or possession of marijuana-related
paraphernalia may enter the program upon a plea of guilty to
either or both charges. The offender must successfully complete
the program requirements and must commit no other drug
related offenses for a period of three (3) months. Upon
successful completion, the offender’s plea is vacated and the
matter is dismissed, at the offender’s cost. The offender is then
eligible to have the record sealed.

The Judges continued to use the Mental Health Diversion
Program, established in 2006, with collaboration from the
Portage County Mental Health and Recovery Board, Coleman
Professional Services, Townhall II and Family and Community
Services. This program was developed to manage individuals
with severe and persistent mental health issues. The program is
designhed to divert individuals with mental health issues away
from jail and coordinate mental health treatment. The Municipal
Court Probation Department monitored the progress of
participants in the Mental Health Diversion Program. Judge
Barbara Oswick presided over these court proceedings, and will
continue to do so in 2016. Case managers from Coleman
Professional Services continue to serve as liaisons between the
criminal justice system and the mental health system to work
with those individuals. In October, 2015 Judge Oswick applied
for, and subsequently received initial certification from the Ohio
Supreme Court for a specialized docket mental health court
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known as “STAR Court”. It is anticipated that STAR Court will
receive full certification as a specialized docket mental health
court after the Supreme Court representative conduct a site visit
in May 2016.

With the assistance of Information Technology Services, Court
schedules, local rules, many pleadings and other papers
continued to be available to the general public via the internet.

The Municipal Court continues to accumulate monies through a
special projects fund, established in 2006, to fund the
construction of the new courthouse in Kent, which opened in
April of 2014.

For the year 2016 Judge Kevin Poland has been designated by
the other judges to serve as presiding and administrative judge.

The Court wishes to thank the past Clerk of Courts, Linda
Fankhauser and current Clerk of Courts, Jill Fankhauser and her
staff, the County Commissioners, the Municipal Court Probation
Department and all law enforcement agencies and personnel for
their cooperation and assistance during the year.

Respectfully submitted,

BARBARA R. OSWICK
Presiding and Administrative Judge




RAVENNA and KENT
Caseload Comparison

Total Cases Filed Total Cases Disposed
January-15 2,527 January-15 2,919
January-14 2,174 January-14 2,788

February-15 2,204 February-15 2,629

February-14 2,336 February-14 2,559
March-15 3,258 March-15 3,321
March-14 2,818 March-14 3,067

April-15 3,071 April-15 3,409
April-14 2,892 April-14 3,308
May-15 3,457 May-15 3,212
May-14 3,304 May-14 3,172
June-15 2,732 June-15 3,614
June-14 2,772 June-14 3,501
July-15 3,189 July-15 3,598
July-14 3,178 July-14 3,478
August-15 2,764 August-15 3,060
August-14 2,574 August-14 2,857

September-15 3,521 September-15 3,751

September-14 3,227 September-14 3,468
October-15 2,921 October-15 3,312
October-14 2,838 October-14 3,380

November-15 2,953 November-15 3,211

November-14 2,155 November-14 2,484

December-15 2,904 December-15 3,422

December-14 2,772 December-14 3,039

Total 2015 35,5601 Total 2015 39,458
Total 2014 33,040 Total 2014 37,101
2,461 2,357




RAVENNA AND KENT

Total Cases Filed

Thousands
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RAVENNA AND KENT

Total Cases Disposed

_Thousands
39.458
40.000
37.101
35.000 |
30.000
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January-15 1,573
January-14 1,413
160

February-15 1,366
February-14 1,406
(40)

March-15 2,181
March-14 1,808
373

April-15 2,019
April-14 1,898
121

May-15 2,544
May-14 2,214
330

June-15 1,805
June-14 1,791
14

Total 2015 23,922
Total 2014 21,434

2,488

RAVENNA CRIMINAL AND
TRAFFIC CASES FILED

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-15
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

2,258
2,176
82

1,776
1,482
294

2,390
2,111
279

1,914
1,768
146

1,978
1,425
553

2,118
1,942
176

22,000

21,000

20,000

19,000
Total 2015

Total 2014




RAVENNA CIVIL DIVISION
TOTAL CASES FILED

January-15 320  July-15 296
January-14 220  July-14 271
100 25
February-15 226  August-15 306
February-14 349 August-14 281
(123) 25
March-15 345  September-15 277
March-14 321 September-14 310
24 (33)
April-15 301  October-15 278
April-14 291  October-14 321
10 (43)
May-15 254 November-15 273
May-14 309 November-14 241
(55) 32
June-15 291 December-15 255
June-14 298 December-14 241
(7) 14
4 K
y |
3,500 - ,
Total 2015 3422 | | .. ]
Total 2014 3,453 |
(31)

2,500 :
Total 2015 Total 2014




KENT CRIMINAL AND
TRAFFIC CASES FILED

January-15 502 July-15 493
January-14 425 July-14 611
77 (118)
February-15 496 August-15 553
February-14 482 August-14 681
14 (128)
March-15 595 September-15 718
March-14 564 September-14 688
31 30
April-15 611 October-15 586
April-14 571 October-14 612
40 (26)
May-15 535 November-15 536
May-14 657 November-14 400
(122) 136
June-15 516 December-15 438
June-14 522 December-14 452
(6) (14)
- N
6,500
Total 2015 6,579 6 000
Total 2014 6.665 '
(86) 5,500
5,000 i

Total 2015 Total 2014




KENT CIVIL DIVISION
TOTAL CASES FILED

January-15 132 July-15 142
January-14 116 July-14 120
16 22
February-15 116 August-15 129
February-14 99 August-14 130
17 (1)
March-15 137 September-15 136
March-14 125 September-14 118
12 18
April-15 140 October-15 143
April-14 132 October-14 137
8 6
May-15 124 November-15 166
May-14 124 November-14 89
0 Ti
June-15 120 December-15 93
June-14 161 December-14 137
(41)
r
Total 2015 1,578
Total 2014 1,488

90




January-15
January-14

February-15
February-14

March-15
March-14

April-15
April-14

May-15
May-14

June-15
June-14

$511,714.40
$528,520.39
(16,805.99)

$550,058.11
$555,371.73
(5,313.62)

$617,933.71
$567,169.97
50,763.74

$565,885.64
$548,855.05
17,030.59

$520,125.02
$550,028.54
(29,903.52)

$622,352.31
$612,031.43
10,320.88

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-15
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

$592,117.97
$588,769.80
3,348.17

$527,212.05
$493,231.93
33,980.12

$589,413.88
$600,836.97
(11,423.09)

$546,946.64
$556,892.28
(9,945.64)

$562,707.15
$439,311.07
123,396.08

$563,204.89
$556,958.64
6,246.25

$7,000,000

$6,500,000

$6,000,000

$5,500,000

Total 2014




RAVENNA CRIMINAL AND
TRAFFIC TOTAL RECEIPTS

January-15
January-14

February-15
February-14

$262,528.38
$272,857.43
(10,329.05)

$281,375.75
$295,437.04
(14,061.29)

March-15 $329,819.37
March-14 $294,432.10
35,387.27

April-15 $304,158.01
April-14 $297,600.91
6,557.10

May-15 $288,412.44
May-14 $283,060.61
5,351.83

June-15 $346,493.00
June-14 $328,877.89
17,615.11

Total 2015 $3,650,145.37
Total 2014 $3.459.698.40
190,446.97

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-15
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

$333,857.53
$327,594.88
6,262.65

$271,519.97
$243,262.03
28,257.94

$327,384.95
$318,899.19
8,485.76

$287,840.94
$279,602.16
8,238.78

$300,747.54
$226,212.61
74,534.93

$316,007.49
$291,861.55
24,145.94

~

$3,500,000 /

$3,000,000 1

$2,500,000

Total 2015

Total 2014




RAVENNA CIVIL DIVISION
TOTAL RECEIPTS

January-15
January-14

February-15
February-14

$100,749.33 July-15
$110,573.55 July-14
(9,824.22)

$98,600.40 August-15
$99,518.56 August-14

$115,191.96
$101,599.17
13,592.79

$113,374.78
$101,466.50
11,908.28

$101,580.25
$108,819.19
(7,238.94)

$98,568.48
$104,562.22
(5,993.74)

$90,389.81
$87,224.28
3,165.53

$107,027.27
$109,503.70
(2,476.43)

(918.16)
March-15 $116,671.74 September-15
March-14 $101,221.91 September-14
15,449.83
April-15 $93,187.46 October-15
April-14 $102,044.59 October-14
(8,857.13)
May-15 $101,293.36 November-15
May-14 $105,748.66 November-14
(4,455.30)
June-15 $111,654.31 December-15
June-14 $119,835.77 December-14
(8,181.46)
-
Total 2015 1,248,289.15 || $1.200,000 b
Total 2014 1,252,118.10 /

$1,050,000

(3,828.95)

$900,000

Total 2015

Total 2014




KENT CRIMINAL AND

TRAFFIC TOTAL RECEIPTS

January-15
January-14

February-15
February-14

$101,427.69
$93,690.48
7,737.21

$118,164.65
$112,094.45

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-14
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

$87,944.64
$97,237.49
(9,292.85)

$91,527.04
$91,502.07
24.97

$108,324.89
$107,634.39
690.50

$107,093.52
$105,345.27
1,748.25

$111,208.73
$79,360.85
31,847.88

$92,145.48
$98,063.61
(5,918.13)

6,070.20

March-15 $112,512.08
March-14 $107,548.24
4,963.84

April-15 $117,160.68
April-14 $91,322.77
25,837.91

May-15 $87,390.71
May-14 $104,932.21
(17,541.50)

June-15 $112,628.71
June-14 $101,727.40
10,901.31

Total 2015 $1,247,528.82
Total 2014 1.190.459.23
57,069.59

$1,200,000

N

$1,100,000

$1,000,000 =

Total 2015

Total 2014




KENT CIVIL DIVISION
TOTAL RECEIPTS

January-15 $47,009.00 July-15 $55,123.84
January-14 $51,398.93 July-14 $62,338.26
(4,389.93) (7,214.42)
February-15 $51,917.31 August-15 $50,790.26
February-14 $48,321.68 August-14 $57,001.33
3,595.63 (6,211.07)
March-15 $58,930.52 September-15 $52,123.79
March-14 $63,967.72 September-14 $65,484.20
(5,037.20) (13,360.41)
April-15 $51,379.49 October-15 $53,443.70
April-14 $57,886.78 October-14 $67,382.63
(6,507.29) (13,938.93)
May-15 $43,028.51 November-15 $60,361.07
May-14 $56,287.06 November-14 $46,513.33
(13,258.55) 13,847.74
June-15 $51,576.29 December-15 $48,024.65
June-14 $61,590.37 December-14 $57,529.78
(10,014.08) (9,505.13)
Total 2015 $623,708.43
Total 2014 695.702.07 $700,000 |

(71,993.64)

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000 | _.__' oy e S Dl
Total 2015




January-15
January-14

February-15
February-14

March-15
March-14

April-15
April-14

May-15
May-14

June-15
June-14

$260,690.50
$254,108.90
6,581.60

$277,599.30
$288,5690.47
(10,991.17)

$318,742.94
$287,862.59
30,880.35

$291,298.70
$282,530.87
8,767.83

$264,986.21
$277,346.05
(12,359.84)

$315,419.98
$306,181.41
9,238.57

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-15
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

$296,813.17
$292,720.62
4,092.55

$250,337.78
$242,503.77
7,834.01

$296,159.92
$296,609.04
(449.12)

$270,041.66
$277,432.06
(7,390.40)

$281,725.42
$214,868.06
66,857.36

$276,192.22
$271,282.72
4,909.50

$3,400,000 1

$3,200,000

$3,000,000

$2,800,000

Total 2015

Total 2014




RAVENNA CRIMINAL AND

TRAFFIC TO COUNTY

January-15
January-14

February-15
February-14

$160,822.85
$166,436.85

(5,614.00)

$173,672.94
$179,258.45

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-15
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

$205,320.75
$197,017.26
3,303.49

$164,406.80
$147,970.82
16,435.98

$200,615.26
$196,711.39
3,903.87

$176,062.82
$172,157.52
3,905.30

$185,460.47
$136,979.99
48,480.48

$192,536.46
$179,546.73
12,989.73

(5,585.51)

March-15 $206,857.48
March-14 $180,348.40
26,509.08

April-15 $184,981.14
April-14 $181,978.47
3,002.67

May-15 $176,019.09
May-14 $171,756.59
4,262.50

June-15 $214,546.03
June-14 $199,317.29
15,228.74

Total 2015 $2,241,302.09
Total 2014 $2,109.479.76

131,822.33

$200,000 /
$150,000 /

$100,000

Total 2015

Total 2014




RAVENNA CIVIL DIVISION

MONEY TO COUNTY

January-15 $30,096.02

January-14 $24,070.75

6,025.27

February-15 $22,763.67

February-14 $32,155.09
(9,391.42)

March-15 $31,276.10

March-14 $28,967.57

2,308.53

April-15 $27,549.94

April-14 $32,141.10
(4,591.16)

May-15 $25,194.15

May-14 $30,038.69
(4,844.54)

June-15 $29,5674.98

June-14 $30,097.86
(522.88)

Total 2015 $324,328.92

Total 2014 338.530.13

(14,201.21)

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-15
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

$29,317.12
$26,801.50
2,515.62

$26,726.83
$28,625.62
(1,898.79)

$26,708.65
$26,034.03
674.62

$25,670.88
$31,242.09
(5,571.21)

$23,433.27
$23,148.40
284.87

$26,017.31
$25,207.43
809.88

7

$320,000

$260,000

$200,000

Total 2015

Total 2014




KENT CRIMINAL AND
TRAFFIC TO COUNTY

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-15
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

$46,263.91
$54,903.25
(8,639.34)

$46,143.68
$52,924.84
(6,781.16)

$55,236.43
$60,306.58
(5,070.15)

$54,110.84
$59,143.61
(5,032.77)

$57,173.38
$43,962.98
13,210.40

$47,023.44
$53,215.76
(6,192.32)

January-15 $56,700.16

January-14 $50,497.53

6,202.63

February-15 $68,041.68

February-14 $65,513.23

2,528.45

March-15 $66,206.42

March-14 $64,728.02

1,478.40

April-15 $65,437.86

April-14 $54,113.72

11,324.14

May-15 $50,965.27

May-14 $62,439.28
(11,474.01)

June-15 $59,242.23

June-14 $61,242.40
(2,000.17)

Total 2015 $672,545.30

Total 2014 682.991.20
(10,445.90)

$700,000 ~
$650,000

$600,000

$550,000 +=




KENT CIVIL DIVISION
MONEY TO COUNTY

January-15 $13,071.47

January-14 $13,103.77
(32.30)

February-15 $13,121.01

February-14 $11,663.70

1,457.31

March-15 $14,402.94

March-14 $13,818.60

584.34

April-15 $13,329.76

April-14 $14,297.58
(967.82)

May-15 $12,807.70

May-14 $13,111.49
(303.79)

June-15 $12,056.74
June-14 $15,523.86
(3,467.12)

Total 2015 $161,831.49
Total 2014 161,035.47
796.02

July-15
July-14

August-15
August-14

September-15
September-14

October-15
October-14

November-15
November-14

December-15
December-14

$15,911.39
$13,998.61
1,912.78

$13,060.47
$12,982.49
77.98

$13,599.58
$13,557.04
42.54

$14,197.12
$14,888.84
(691.72)

$15,658.30
$10,776.69
4,881.61

$10,615.01
$13,312.80
(2,697.79)

‘

$160,000

$140,000

RN

$120,000 -

$100,000 +==




KENT AND RAVENNA

Percentage of Criminal Disbursements

STATE OF OHIO

29.0%
_ALL OTHER
12.0%

PORTAGE COUNTY
59.0%

see next chart for all other disbursements
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Aids 1,383
Debtor's exams 104
Writs of Restitution 324
Trusteeships 2
Rent Escrows 9

11

CRIMINAL CASES OF INTEREST

Domestic Violence-

Felony 82
Misdemeanor 362
Search Warrants 95
O.V.L 1,467

Trespassing 108

63
378

86
1,377

93
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