
The Portage County Veterans’ memorial is made possible 
through U.S. Housing and Urban Development funds secured 
by the Honorable Timothy Ryan, 17th Congressional District 
Representative, sponsorship by the Portage County Board of  
Commissioners and through many generous donations. 

 
This project pays tribute to both our past and our future.  
Placement of the Portage County Veterans’ Memorial plaza 
on the front lawn area of the County Courthouse continues 
the ongoing development of Ravenna’s downtown area and 
provides an area that encourages the thoughtful remem-
brance befitting all of our Portage County veterans.  This 
site is also ADA accessible.   

 

There are approximately 14,000 veterans in Portage County.  
Most cities, villages and townships in Portage County pay 
tribute to veterans with private gravesite memorials and lo-
cal memorials.  This is the first countywide memorial that 
honors all Portage County veterans from all branches of the 
armed forces at one site.   

 

If you have any questions, please call the Portage County 
Board of Commissioners Office at 330/297-3600 or visit 
www.portagecountyvets.com. 

Our Vision 
 

The Veterans Memorial Task Force 

Portage County Veterans Memorial  

 
Site Plan  
Designed by:  Jeffrey Meyers,  
David L. Sommers, AIA Architects and 
Hasenstab Architects, Inc.   
 

The memorial plaza abstractly symbolizes the American National Bird, the 
Bald Eagle, and as such, symbolizes that our Portage County veterans are 
serving the United States of America. 

The main monument at the head of the Bald Eagle, represents a commanding 
officer leading the soldiers, the smaller monuments, into battle and is inscribed 
with “Lest We Forget.” 

The five smaller monuments that are spaced out upon the wings of the Bald 
Eagle, represent the soldiers and the branches of the armed services for which 
they served:  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard.  Each monu-
ment has the appropriate insignia of the branch of the armed service that it 
represents. 

These three elements: the Bald Eagle, the commanding officer and the five sol-
diers create a place where visitors can walk amongst the soldiers.  They can 
contemplate, reflect and thank the soldiers for the service they have given and 
for our freedom, which they have protected. 
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